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VOCATIONAL SUBJECTS 

RÈSUMÈ OF VOCATIONAL SUBJECTS 

 

1. PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES 

 

The Chief Examiners for Basketry 2, Ceramics 2, General Knowledge in Art 3A, General Knowledge 

in Art 3B, Graphic Design 2, Jewellery 2, Management-in-Living 3, Sculpture 2, Textiles 2, and 

Visual Art 3 reported that candidates’ performance showed a visible improvement over that of the 

previous years.  

 

However, the Chief Examiners forCeramics 2 and 3, Graphic Design 2 and3,Clothing and Textiles 2, 

Basketry 3 and Picture Making 2. reported that there was a decline in the performance of candidates 

as compared to the pervious year. 

 

2. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

 

 The Chief Examiners highlighted the following strengths in candidates’ work: 

 

(a) Significant improvement in handwriting and sentence construction were reported for 

candidates in Basketry 2, Ceramics 2, Clothing and Textiles 2, Foods and Nutrition 2, 

Jewellery 2, Management in Living 2, General Knowledge in Art 2, Picture Making 2, 

Sculpture 2 and Textiles 2. 

 

(b)       The Chief Examiners reported that there was an improvement in the use of English Grammar.   

Clarity of grammatical expression was displayed by candidates in Basketry 2, General 

Knowledge in Art 2 and Management-in-Living 2.   Also, clear, concise, orderly and 

systematic presentation of answers was observed in Foods and Nutrition 2, Picture Making 2 

and Textiles 2.  

 

(n) Appropriate understanding as well as accurate spelling and use of terminologies were evident 

in Basketry 2, Ceramics 2, Graphic Design 2 and Management-in-Living 2. 

 

(o) Improved and accurate spelling of words were exhibited by candidates inBasketry 2, Foods 

and Nutrition 2, and Management-in-Living 2. 

 

(p)  Candidates exhibited improved skills and craftsmanship in Basketry 3, Clothing and Textiles 

3, General Knowledge in Art 3A and 3B,and Visual Arts 3.  

 

(q) Skilful use of tools/equipment and materials was exhibited inClothing and Textiles 3,  General 

Knowledge in Art 3A, General Knowledge in Art 3B,Jewellery 3, Leatherwork 3 and Textiles 

3.  For instance, in Clothing and Textiles 3, candidates demonstrated improvement in handling 

sewing machine. Candidates also used lettering pens skilfully in General Knowledge in Art 

3B. 

 

(r) A sizable number of candidates adhered to the rubrics.  This was observed in Textiles 2, 

Jewellery 2, Foods and Nutrition 2, Management-in-Living 3 and General Knowledge  

In-Art 2. 
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3. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

 

The Chief Examiners found the following weaknesses in the Candidates’ performance: 

 

(a) Wrong spelling of basic terminologies and words were evident in Basketry 2, Ceramics 2, Foods 

and Nutrition 2, General Knowledge in Art 2, Jewellery 2, Management-in-Living 2, 

Management-in-Living 3 and Sculpture 2.  Even words in the question paper were spelt wrongly. 

 

(b) A number of candidates seemed ill-prepared for the examination and demonstrated gross 

ignorance of the subject matter of the questions.   This was noticed in Ceramics 2, General 

Knowledge in Art 2, General Knowledge in Art 3A, General Knowledge in Art 3B and Visual 

Arts 3, 

 

              (c)  Poor grammatical expression and construction in English Language were common weaknesses  

        in the work of candidates who wrote Ceramics 2, Management-in-Living 3 and Picture Making  

         3. 

 

 (d)    Poor handwriting was reported to be a weakness in Picture Making 2 and Sculpture 2. 

 

 (e)    Poor drawing and illustration skills were reported in Basketry 2, Graphic Design 2 and Visual  

         Arts 3.  Poor depiction of illusion of depth and cast shadows was also reported in General  

         Knowledge in Art 3A and Visual Arts 3. 

 

             (f)    Poor application of colour was reported in Visual Arts 3. 

 

 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES: 

 

(a)    Schools should organise spelling competitions to improve on candidates’ spelling abilities.                 

         Periodic dictation exercises and word drills should be encouraged. Students should be        

         encouraged to use the library or read widely to improve their spelling.  

 

(b)    Candidates should ensure that they prepare amply well for examinations. Adopting topic      

         mastering would not prepare them fully for the examination. 

 

(c )   There should be constant reading of books and writing activities to help candidates improveupon     

         their hand writing, vocabulary and expressions in the English Language. 

 

(d)    Teachers should write new terms and important words on the chalkboard.  Teachers should use     

         technical terms while teaching so that students will be familiar with the terminologies.  Students      

         should read their text books as well as other books related to their subject. 

 

(e)    The number of questions to be answered should be strictly adhered to so that candidates could     

         have time to read over their work. 
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(f)     Visual Art candidates should take illustration lessons seriously and consider it as an integral part        

of their practical knowledge and practices.  Conscious effort, on the part of the candidates                             

should be made to improve upon their drawing skills.  This can be done if they practice daily on 

how to draw basic shapes and tools.  

 

(g)    Candidates should be tutored well on how to answer questions.  Teachers should frequently give      

         out tests, mark and discuss candidates’ strengths and weaknesses with them. 

 

(h)    Teachers should adopt the use of audio-visuals especially when they are unable to carryout              

practical work due to inadequate resources.  This will enable candidates grasp the concepts           

better. 
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BASKETRY 2 

 

1. GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of the paper compares favourably with that of the previous year.  The items were well 

constructed and were within the scope of the syllabus. 

The questions were concise and unambiguous.  Most of the questions were based on the practical and 

theoretical aspects of basketry. 

 

2. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATE’ STRENGTHS 

 The following were noted in candidates’ answers: 

 

(a) The grammatical expressions displayed by candidates showed visible  

improvements over those of last year.  

 

(b) Candidates attempted all six questions randomly.   

 

(c) Some of the candidates produced bold and detailed illustrations. 

 

(d) Another commendable feature noticed is good attempt in answering questions amply. 

 

(e) Handwritings were generally legible:- a development that must be encouraged. 

 

(f) Candidates showed an improved understanding of basketry processes.  

  

(g) Candidates were able to state advantage of building prototype with computer. 

 

 

3. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

 

 The following are some weaknesses noticed in the candidates’ scripts: 

 

(a)       Some candidates presented very faint illustrations. 

 

(b) A number of candidates presented full drawings which were so small and they could not 

measure one centimetre in length or across thereby making it difficult looking for points to  

award marks. 

 

(c) Many candidates could not understand the demands which was a straightforward one. 

 

(d)       Most candidates could not correctly describe some of the tools of basketry and     

   in some cases stated the functions of tools wrongly. 

 

 (e) Most candidates could not describe open air treatment of bamboo thoroughly. 
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4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES  

 

 The following are some suggested remedies to the candidates’ areas of weaknesses. 

  

(a) Greater effort should be made to promote the use of bolder and clearer illustrations as answers 

for WAEC examinations. 

 

(b)       Emphasis should be placed on teaching the correct function of tools as well as      

      their characteristics. 

 

(c)       Students should be assisted in accessing Basketry instructional materials. 

 

5. DETAILED COMMENTS 

 

Question 1 

(a)        In four steps, describe open air treatment of bamboo. 

The question was attempted by almost all the candidates however,  most of them could not 

thoroughly describe the open air treatment of bamboo.  

An appropriate response is as follows: 

- Harvested bamboo is dried in the open 

- It must be dried under the shade 

- There must be free air flow around the bamboo 

- The bamboo must be kept under this condition for about two months to season  

effectively. 

 

(b)      Explain two advantages of building prototypes of basketry articles using the 

      computer. 

Generally, candidates were able to state the advantages of building prototypes with the 

computer. 

 

The correct answers are as follows: 

- The completed article can be viewed before final production. 

- Errors can be corrected without cost. 

- Duplication can be made easily. 

- A high degree of accuracy is achieved. 

 

(c) State three precautionary measures to observe when using the knife. 

Majority of the candidates were able to state the precautionary measures to adopt  when using the 

knife.  

The precautionary measures expected are: 

-  always cut away from the body; 

-  wear gloves to prevent injury; 

-  always keep the knife in a sheath.        
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Question 2 

Illustrate into detail the following tools and materials: 

(a) The screw block. 

(b) The mallet 

(c) Shears 

(d) The sisal plant 

(e) Date palm leaf 

Even though this question was well patronized, most of the illustrations were either unrelated or   

were sketchily executed. 

Some of them illustrated scissors for shears. 

The expected answers are as follows: 

                                
The screw block.                                      The mallet                                 Shears 

                                                                         
       The sisal plant                                               Date palm leaf 

 

Question 3 

(a)  Explain braiding in Basketry 

Majority of the candidates could not accurately explain Braiding as a term in basketry. Most of the 

candidates  who attempted this question highlighted on the use of two weavers to weave and 

consequently, lost some marks. 

The following is the expected explanation of Braiding: 

 -   The intertwining of three or more strands/cords to form a rope/belt. 
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(b) Describe any three ways of finishing the edge of a basket. 

Quite a number of candidates answered question three, but majority of them could not describe the 

ways of finishing the edge of a basket.  

 

The expected ways are as follows: 

Binding - folding one stake over the edge and back into the weave space after the next stake. 

Wrapping – The coiling/folding of a weaver around the last row of weaves at the edge of a basket.   

It is often done to hide the rough or the protruding ends of stakes.  

Bordering – The use of various weaves to secure the working at the edge of the basket and also to 

add beauty to the article. Some of the weaving processes used are: pairing, plaiting, braiding and 

scalloping. 

Scalloping:  Is taking the buttom end of each piece and inserting it upward under the on the second to 

the right stake. 

Braiding -  Taking two stakes to braid, there is remaining stake behind, in the lower side of the 

border.  These stakes are picked-off at the end. 

Plaiting:-  The plaiting involves crossing strips of material over and under each other creating what 

resembles a ‘checkerboard’ pattern. 

 

(c)  Explain two factors that would promote the sale of a basketry article. 

Most of the candidates were able to state and explain the factors that would promote the sale of 

basketry articles. 

The following are some expected factors: 

Finishing: This includes the quality and also the appealing effect it has on the customer. Certainly, 

these desirable qualities would promote the use of the produced articles. 

 

Advertisement: Effective spread of useful information about the article would increase customer 

patronage. 

 

Question 4 

(a) Illustrate the plaiting process using three weavers. 

This question attracted the attention of most of the candidates. Many of them however, could not 

illustrate plaiting using three strands. The appropriate plaiting processes are presented below. 
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(b) With the aid of illustration, describe the bodkin tool. 

This question was not answered in full by majority of the candidates who attempted it. 

They clearly indicated the uses to which the bodkin is put. Generally, the candidates failed to 

describe the bodkin tool itself. 

 

The suggested description of the bodkin tool is as follows: 

 

                    
The bodkin  

 

- The bodkin is a tool used in basketry for piercing and boring holes. It has a pointed metal end 

and a wooden or plastic handle. 

 

(c)  State the main functions of the following basketry tools.  

 

(i) bradawl 

(ii)  scraper 

(iii) singeing lamp 

 

The candidates who attempted this question were able to fairly state the functions  

of the tools in question but largely failed to state the function of the bradawl. 

  

 

Below are some of the appropriate functions of the tools: 

 

Bradawl:   It is used in piercing to create spaces in weaves.  

Scraper:     It is used in trimming, smoothing of stakes and weavers. 

Singeing lamp:   It is used in burning off loose ends of cords. 

 

Some of the candidates failed to state the functions of the above listed tools. 

  

Question 5 

(a) Explain finishing in basketry 

 

Majority of the candidates who attempted this question were able to define finishing as well as state 

the finishing techniques.  
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Quite a few had challenges explaining the finishing techniques. 

The sample explanation of finishing is as follows: 

- This is the collection of the various basketry activities that go to make an article complete in 

function and aesthetics. 

 

 (b)  Mention any three finishing techniques in the basketry industry. 

-  singeing, tying, binding, wrapping, lacquering, etc. 

 

 (c)  Explain how the techniques mentioned in 5(b) above are carried out. 

This question was not the least attempted but certainly, it was the most poorly answered.  

It exposes the weaknesses in candidates’ ability to explain techniques and terminologies. 

The following are expected explanations of the various techniques listed: 

           Singeing:   Flame from a lamp is used to burn off the ends of cords to prevent fraying. 

Tying:   The ends of flexible materials used in making articles such as mats and belts are             

tied into knots to secure the weaves. 

Binding:  Stakes are bent over weavers and pushed back into the woven basket to hold the      

weavers firmly in position. 

Wrapping:   A weaver is wound continuously through the edge of a woven article. The process             

serves a dual effect of beauty and hiding protruding ends. 

Lacquering: An alcohol base mixture slightly oily in nature is painted or sprayed on to the         

article to cover the natural material and also to give it a sheen. 

 

 

Question 6 

Mention any primary processing methods for rattan. 

This question demanded knowledge on basketry terminology.  

Generally most students who answered this question did not do well with respect to the explanation of the 

primary processing methods. 

However, a few of the candidates answered it exceptionally well. 

The primary processes required are: 

- Deglazing 

- Fumigation 

- Bleaching 

- Oil curing 

- Air drying 
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CERAMICS 2 

1. GENERAL COMMENTS   

The general performance this year declined as compared to last year. 

The standard of the paper compared variably with that of the previous years and there was no 

ambiguity in the questions. 

  

2. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES STRENGTHS 
 

Some candidates, exhibited maturity in their answers. They were quite brief yet precise with very few 

unnecessary embellishments in rendition. Spellings of ceramic terminology were accurate.  

 

3. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 
A greater number of candidates came to the examination hall ill-prepared. Some scored zero in every 

one of the six questions they attempted. There was no cohesion in their rendition. They showed 

ignorance about several topics. 

Spellings and tenses were poor. A word in the question paper could still be spelt wrongly. Some 

candidates didn’t read the instructions at the back of their answer booklet and answered two questions 

on a single page.  

Fewer candidates, unlike previous years answered more than the stipulated number of questions. 

 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 
Schools must take their Mock Examinations seriously. Schools must insist teachers teach according 

to the Ministry Of Education approved syllabus. 

Visual Art candidates must ensure they take illustration lessons seriously and consider it integral part 

of their practical knowledge and practices. Visual art teachers must be encouraged to constantly read 

the Chief Examiner’s reports. Candidates must follow the rubrics. 

 

5. DETAILED COMMENTS 

Question 1 

(a) Explain Bursting in Ceramics. 

(b) Explain two causes of Bursting. 

(c) Suggest solutions to each of the causes in 1 (b). 

 

 (a) Explaining bursting, most candidates gave favourable definitions and    

             showed logically that: 

 

 ‘It is the blowing of wares during firing’.  

 ‘Firing causes sudden rise in temperature. Steam formed could cause the clay to 

blow/explode/crack or bloat’. 

(b) The correct response ought to be due to; 

 The presence of objects like POP, shells, etc. in the clay 

 When firing is too sudden and rapid 
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 Air pockets in clay; (Several candidates would want to call air, trapped in clays due to 

improper or insufficient kneading “air Bubbles”. It is rather correct to call them “Air 

Pockets” or “Trapped Air”). 

 When two or more clays are not well blended before use. 

 When clay is not well dried before firing. 

 Uneven thickness of walls as a result of poor scooping of sculpted pieces. 

 Rapid cooling of wares after firing. 

 Poor or improper joining, etc. 

 (c) Suggest solutions to each of the causes in 1 (b) 

The part (c) of question One required the candidate to suggest solutions to each of the causes 

in 1 (b). 

And the correct response following a logical sequence or order is as follows: 

 Washing and adequate preparation of clay to remove unwanted materials; 

 Pre-heating or initial firing should be slow. 

 Wedging and kneading should be properly done to remove air pockets. 

 Different clays should be well blended to ensure homogeneity. 

 Wares should be thoroughly dried before firing. 

 Pots must have even wall thickness. 

 Kiln must be allowed to cool before door is open. 

 Ensure proper joining by scoring, applying slip and welding joints, etc. 

This was a very popular question attempted by most of the candidates.Candidates’ responses to this 

questions were favourable as there were so many factors and solutions to choose from. 

 

Question 2 

Describe how three of the following equipment are used and maintained.  

(a) Potter’s wheel 

(b) Blunger 

(c) Banding wheel 

(d) Pugmill 

Questions like this need to be answered in a table form to make it clearer. 

Equipment Uses Maintenance 

(a) Potter’s 

wheel 
 For throwing, turning, etc. 

 For jiggering and jolleying. 

 Used as banding wheel for 

decoration. 

 Grease oil or paint metal parts to 

facilitate smooth running and to 

prolong life span. 

 Wash wheel after use to avoid 

rusting. 

(b) Blunger  For mixing clay to become slip,  

 Used for washing clay. 

 For mixing glazes. 

 Oil/grease bearings and other 

parts for smooth running. 

 Wash inside to avoid rusting. 
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Equipment Uses Maintenance 

(c) Banding 

wheel 
 To facilitate banding with 

coloured slip/engobe. 

 For other decorations such as 

incision, sprigging, etc. 

 To facilitate coiling and 

slabbing, etc. 

 Wash/clean after use. 

 Grease to facilitate smooth 

running. 

(d) Pugmill  For mixing clay to become 

homogeneous. 

 To prepare clay into bars. 

 Other types of pugmills are 

used to de-air clay or to extract 

air during pugging. 

 After use, open and remove clay 

clogged up in the mixing 

chamber. 

 Do not allow clay to dry in the 

pugging or mixing chamber. 

 Grease/oil parts to run smoothly 

and avoid rusting. 

 

Candidates, however, were not able to do justice to this question. Responses were not very precise as 

most did not know the uses of these pottery equipment beyond the potter’s wheel. It is unfortunate 

and sad for a candidate to state that “the Blunger is a Kiln for firing clay. Majority of the candidates 

failed to describe more than one use of each of the equipment. Several of them also described the 

operational methods rather than the uses. 

 

Question 3 

(a) Describe Kiln as used in Ceramics. 

(b) What four factors give electric kilns comparative advantage over firewood kilns? 

(c) Give two reasons why you would recommend firewood kiln for a rural pottery establishment. 

 

 An oven or furnace built of refractory and insulating bricks to conserve heat and to fire 

ceramic products. 

 A structure for firing ceramic objects. 

 Types of kilns include firewood, electric, gas, oil, etc. 

 

(d) The electric kiln is:-  

(i) Easy to operate 

(ii) Gives uniform firing 

(iii) Suitable for oxidation firing and therefore wares fire clean 

(iv) Environmentally friendly 

(v) Electric kiln is mobile 

(vi) No fuel residue such as ashes 

(vii)   Kiln temperatures can be read with the help of pyrometer 

(viii) No external chimney is required 

(ix) Easy to record rising and falling temperatures, etc. 
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Majority of the candidates’ responses to this question were surprisingly poor and inaccurate 

among a great number of candidates. Candidates’ responses were fairly satisfactory. However, 

the major problem is that most candidates failed to include the types of kilns in this section (a) 

after the kiln definition as that was a further point to attract the full marks.  

 

A few others rather described the firewood kiln deviating from the factors of “comparative 

advantages of using the electric kiln over the firewood kiln”. 

 

(e) The correct response should read thus: 

(i) Firewood, the main source of fuel is in abundance in rural areas and therefore its 

supply can be sustained; 

(ii) Kiln can be locally constructed; 

(iii) It is a way of avoiding urban pollution; 

(iv) Reduction firing for decoration is possible; 

(v) Firewood is affordable. 

Many candidates could not list two of these factors. 

Question 4 

(a) State three qualities of Grog. 

(b) Describe the process of obtaining Grog. 

 

This was another very popular question which was attempted by many candidates. 

(a)  

(i) It is used to provide colour and texture in clay bodies. 

(ii) It is added to clays to make them refractory. 

(iii) Due to its coarseness, it is added to plastic clays to open them up and to make them 

porous.  

(iv) It is used to check warping and cracking during drying and firing. 

(v) It is used to check and reduce excessive shrinkage. 

(vi) It is used to reduce the plasticity of very plastic clays.  

(b)  

 Grog is produced by crushing a fired lump of clay into powder. 

 Prepare the clay (add other materials e.g. sand where necessary). 

 Cut or slice into pieces. 

 Allow clay pieces to dry. 
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 Fire clay pieces into point of maturity. 

 With the help of a hammer or mallet, break fired clay into pieces. 

 Grind fired pieces into powder. 

 Sieve to required grain size. 

 Store in a container. 

 

Or 

Process of obtaining Grog from the bisque state (shard) 

 Grog is produced by crushing a fired lump of clay into powder. 

 Collect broken bisque pot (shards) or broken bricks. 

 With the help of a hammer or mallet, break pots/bricks into pieces. 

 Grind pieces into powder. 

 Sieve to required grain size. 

 Store in a container. 

 Any mention of tools. 

Grog is sieved to remove rather unwanted materials and large particles but not ‘impurities’ as was 

stated by several candidates. Grog, when added to clays does not increase plasticity as was also stated 

by several candidates, but rather to decrease plasticity. 

 

Most of the candidates attempting to answer the processes of preparing grog from raw clay, 

unnecessarily spent too much time on preparation of clay for production. Thus barely having 

sufficient time for the essential points required. 

 

A few other candidates described grog as a green ware crushed into powder. Some students normally 

grind dry clay into powder and add that to very wet  

or soft clay to harden them enough to make them workable or hard enough to use immediately. That 

is powdered clay and not grog. 

          

Question 5 

(a) Describe how the spout is fixed on a teapot. 

(b) State one function of the spout. 

 

(a)       

i. Throw spout alongside the pot and it should be a broad base cylinder. 

ii.  Allow teapot and spout to dry to the leather hard state.    

iii. The spout must be positioned or placed directly opposite the handle. 

iv. The spout must be long enough to be level with the top so that the pot can be filled without 

dripping.  

v. (Due to the two preceding rules (iii and iv) concerning the fixing of aspout and a handle on 

a teapot, the candidate is expected to illustrate the positions of the spout and the handle) 
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vi. Slice the base of the spout diagonally. 

vii. Hold the spout up against the teapot to see if the angle is appropriate. 

viii. Mark placement of spout with a needle tool. 

ix. Pierce straining holes with a punching tool. 

x. Score and apply slip at the edge of the spout and the ring around the strainer holes. 

xi. Fix the spout to the teapot and join firmly. 

xii. Roll a fine coil and place it around the seam and smooth the joint. 

xiii. Make pouring lip sharp in profile to prevent dripping. 

xiv. Cover pot with plastic sheet for moisture to equalize. 

xv. One illustration 

       - 12 - 

 

 

 

 

(b)  

 

 

 

 

 

It facilitates pouring of liquid from teapot. 

This question seems to be the most popular question attempted by many candidates and was 

satisfactorily answered. 

 

Question 6 

(a) In two points, explain finishing as used in Ceramics. 

(b) Write on three characteristics of each of the following: 

(i) Porcelain; 

(ii) Earthenware; 

(iii) Stoneware. 

 

 

 Finishing is the final stage of the forming process to make ware complete. 

 It gives a ware an excellent appearance. 

 The finished stage involves activities like trimming, fettling, turning, etc. 

 Tools used include fettling knife, sponge, sand paper, grinding machine, etc. 
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This was a popular question which was attempted by many candidates. Finishing by many of 

them meant Decoration, but it goes beyond that. Fettling and glazing as well as trimming are all 

processes of finishing ceramic products. 

 

(c)  

(i) Porcelain: 

 Uniform white colour. 

 High maturing temperature, beyond 1300°C. 

 Cannot be scratched.     

 Vitrified and non-porous. 

 Smooth texture. 

 Thin walls. 

 Pleasant resonance when struck. 

 

(ii) Earthenware: 

 Low fired pottery, below 1150°C. 

 Porous. 

 Soft and can easily be scratched. 

 Fired colour ranges from buff, red to brown. 

 Opaque. 

 High porosity. 

 Fragile and easily broken. 

 

Stoneware: 

 Hard, dense and vitrified, fired above 1200°C. 

 Opaque. 

 Low porosity. 

 Glazed surface cannot be scratched. 

 Fired colour ranges from grey, buff to brown. 

The (b) section was strictly dealing with Porcelain, Earthenware and Stoneware as a product, but not 

a raw material or clay body.  Quite a good number of candidates rather chose to tackle it from the raw 

material angle. When treated as product, several candidates, however mixed up, the characteristics of 

the various products. 
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CLOTHING AND TEXTILES 2 

1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of the paper compares favourably with those of previous years.  The questions were 

suitable at the candidates level, they were simple and straightforward. 

However, candidates performance this year declined as compared to the previous year. 

 

2.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

Questions which demanded the recall of facts and those that requires short answers were well 

answered by most candidates. 

 

Candidates demonstrated a good knowledge in the following: 

(a) sewing tools and equipment; 

(b) measurement needed for making a skirt; 

(c) ways of neatening plain seam; 

(d) examples of edge finishes, principles of design and arrangement of fullness. 

3.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

(a) Expressing in the English Language continues to be a major problem.  A significant number could 

not express themselves very well, neither could they provide correct   spelling for some common 

terms, example tream for trim, knitting, neating for neatening, fiba, fabra, for fibre, sissors, 

scisore, for scissors, chak, chock, chark for chalk, tap messure, tepa measure, tep meassar for tape 

measure, sewing marching, sewing marchen for sewing machine, niddle, dedle for needle, 

conspicious, conspious for conspicuous, custmatic, cosmactics, costmatics for cosmetics, 

shearing, shiaring, sharing, for shirring, acessorics, accesories, accessores for accessories, and 

worm, worn for warm. 

 

(b) Candidates performed poorly in questions that demanded the application of knowledge and the 

use of diagrams.   

 

(c) A significant number of candidates ignored instructions and answered all six questions. 

 

(d) There was unnecessary cancellation of answers, unnumbered answers and wrong numbering 

thereby the answers provided did not correspond with the questions. 

 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

(a) Candidates should be advised to answer the required number of questions.  Answering more than 

expected does not attract any additional mark. 

 

(b) Candidates should be encouraged to read the prescribed textbooks in addition to the notes given 

by their tutors. 
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(c) Notes given to students must be checked and marked by teachers this will ensure that all the 

necessary corrections are made. 

 

(d) Qualified teachers who are knowledgeable in the subject should be made to handle the subject. 

 

(e) To help improve candidates expressions, students should be given research work and be made to 

present their findings in class. 

 

(f) In situations where teachers lack knowledge in any topic, they should invite resource persons to 

assist. 

 

(g) Teachers should use technical terms while teaching so that students will be familiar with them. 

 

(h) Candidates should be encouraged to read and follow the instructions on the front page of the 

answer booklet. 

5.  DETAILED COMMENTS 

 Question 1 

(a) Explain consumer education to a First Year Senior High School Home Economics Student. 

(b) State three reasons why it is important to study consumer education. 

(c) Explain three rights of a consumer when shopping for clothing items. 

(d) State two differences between wholesalers and retailers. 

 

(a) This sub-question was poorly answered by majority of the candidates.  A significant number 

of them confused consumer education with ‘consumer’ and ‘consumption’ hence provided 

such answers as: 

 

- A person who buys and uses goods and services; 

- The process of buying and selling goods and services. 

They were expected to provide the following answer: 

It is the process of equipping individuals with skills, knowledge and attitudes to enable them 

become informed consumers or method of informing consumers about products and services. 

 

(b) This was poorly answered by majority of the candidates.  Candidates provided wrong answers 

as: 

 

- It enables individuals acquire knowledge and skills; 

- It enables individuals produce quality goods and services. 

The expected answers include: 

- It enables the consumer to make better buying decisions; 

- It enables the consumer to know his/her rights; 

- It enables the consumer to eliminate waste in consumption; 

- It enables the consumer to access information. 
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(c) This sub-question was fairly well answered by a significant number of candidates.  They 

mentioned the rights but failed to provide reasonable explanation.  Some candidates also 

confused the rights with responsibilities. 

 

Candidates stated the following correct answers: 

 

- the right to safety; 

- the right to choose; 

- the right to be heard; 

- the right to return faulty goods, etc. 

 

(d) This was fairly well answered by majority of candidates.  Majority of them had a fair idea of 

the answer but lacked the correct vocabulary to use.   

 

They provided answers as: 

 

Wholesalers buy and sell in bulk while retailers sell piece, piece, sell small, small, sell bit by 

bit, etc. 

 

Correct answer provided by candidates include: 

- Wholesalers buy and sell in bulk while retailers sell in small quantities; 

 

- Wholesalers buy directly from manufacturers while retailers buy from wholesalers. 

 Question 2 

(a) State five classes of sewing tools and equipment according to their functions. 

(b) Give one example of sewing tools and equipment under each class stated in 2 (a) above. 

(c) State five ways by which a clothing and textiles business can be sustained. 

 

(a) A very popular question which was well answered.  Majority of the candidates provided the 

following answers: 

 

- cutting tools; 

- marking tools; 

- fitting tools; 

- pressing tools; 

- storage tools; 

- stitching/sewing tools. 

However, a good number of the candidates were confused about the classification based on 

the functions.  Their answers were based on the size – large, small, medium, etc. 
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(b) This was very well answered by the candidates who answered sub-question (a) correctly.  

Some candidates also wasted time by providing two or more examples. 

Some correct answers provided by candidates include: 

- cutting tools;  scissors, shears, table; 

- pressing tools:  pressing iron, ironing table; 

- measuring tools:  tape measure, ruler; 

- storage tools:  cupboard, tool box; 

- fitting tools:  dummy, mirror; 

- stitching tools:  sewing machine, needle, etc. 

(c) This was poorly answered by a significant number of candidates who attempted it. 

 

Some of the answers provided include: 

 

- hardworking; 

- committed/commitment; 

- honest and reliable; 

- appropriate work ethics; 

- keep records; 

- costing and pricing; 

- good interpersonal relationship. 

Candidates who provided meaningful statements using the points above earned the full marks. 

For example: 

The business owner: be hardworking, be committed, have appropriate work ethics, should 

cost and price products reasonably, should keep proper records, should be honest and reliable. 

 

Question 3  

(a) Explain four factors that determine the amount of fabric needed to make a shirt for a 

teenager. 

(b) State three measurements needed to make a fitted skirt. 

(c) Explain how to take any two of the measurements stated in 3 (b) above. 

 

(a) This was a popular question and a significant number of candidates who attempted it 

performed fairly. 

 

Majority of them provided three correct facts but few of them were able to provide reasonable 

explanation. 

 

Candidates provided the following: 

 

- style of garment; 

- figure type/size of wearer; 

- design in the fabric. 
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A good number of candidates also provided wrong answers as: 

- age of wearer, occasion, the fabric; 

 

- they were expected to provide the following answer; 

 

- width of fabric:  the wider the width of the fabric, the lesser the amount of fabric required 

to make the shirt; 

 

- design/motif in the fabric:  Quantity of fabric required to make a shirt will be more if the 

fabric has large motifs or one-way design, but it will be less if the fabric is plain or has an 

all-over pattern. 

 

- size of the wearer/figure type:  The larger the size of the wearer the more the amount of 

fabric needed to make a shirt and vice versa. 

 

- style of the shirt:  Simple styles require fewer amount of fabric than complicated styles. 

 

(b) Majority of the candidates provided the correct answers but a significant number also 

provided two correct answers;  candidates stated the following: 

 

- Waist, hip, skirt length, etc. 

 

Only a handful of candidates mentioned ‘waist to hip’ measurement. 

 

(c) This sub-question was poorly answered by majority of the candidates.  Although they had a 

fair idea, how to take the measurements was their problem. 

Examples of wrong  answers provided are: 

- Hip:  measure around the hip, put the tape measure on the hip. 

- Waist:  measure around the waist. 

The expected answer is as follows. 

Waist: 

-  Put the tape measure round the natural waist of the person and allow two fingers in the 

tape measure making sure the measurement is not too tight. 

Hip: 

- Place the tape measure round the widest part of the hip with two fingers inside the tape 

measure.  (the underlined words were missing). 

Skirt length: 

- Measure from the natural waistline over the hips to the desired length of skirt.  (the 

underlined words were left out).  As a result of the missing words, candidates lost some 

marks. 
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Question 4 

(a) Differentiate between synthetic fibres and regenerated fibres. 

(b) State three characteristics of each of the following: 

(i) man-made fibres; 

(ii) natural fibres. 

(c) Mention three finishing treatments given to cotton fabrics. 

(d) Explain two of the finishing treatments mentioned in 4 (c) above. 

 

This was a popular question but performance was average. 

 

(a) Majority of the candidates who answered this question provided correct answer for synthetic 

fibres, but only a few provided the correct answer for regenerated fibres. 

 

Synthetic fibres are made from chemicals whist regenerated fibre are made from natural 

fibres. 

 

Synthetic fibre are made from chemical source whilst regenerated fibres are made from 

natural source. 

 

Synthetic fibre are produced from chemicals whilst regenerated fibres are produced from 

chemicals with a base of natural fibres. 

 

(b) This sub-question was poorly answered by majority of the candidates but a significant number 

of candidates provided the correct answers for (b) (ii). 

In (b) (i) candidates were expected to provide answers as: 

- they are less absorbent; 

- they do not crease; 

- they dry quickly; 

- they are easy to launder; 

- they are warm to wear. 

On the (b)(ii) sub-question, a significant number of candidates provided correct answers as: 

- they are highly absorbent; 

- they are comfortable to wear; 

- they are durable; 

- they crease badly; 

- they can withstand high temperatures; 

- they grow in nature. 

Only a handful of candidates who attempted this question provided three correct answers 

whilst majority of them provided two correct answers. 

(c) This sub-question was very well answered by majority of the candidates.  

 

They provided the following correct answers with only a handful of them providing three    

correct points as demanded by the question: 
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(i) Mercerization 

(ii) Sanforization 

(iii) Calendaring and  

(iv) Proban finish. 

Other finishing treatments that were not mentioned include: sizing, trubelization, crease 

resistant finish and glazing. 

 

(d) This was poorly answered by majority of the candidates.  The answers they gave indicate that 

they had a fair idea of the finishing treatments but they lacked the correct vocabulary to use, 

as a result they left out some salient points. 

 

They were expected to provide the following: 

 

Mercerization:  It is a process of passing yarns or fabric through strong caustic soda solution 

to make yarn/fabric stronger, smoother and lustrous. 

 

Sanforization:  For this finishing treatment, majority of the candidates who attempted this 

question provided the correct answer as: 

 

- Treatment given to cotton fabric to prevent shrinkage. 

Calendaring:  It is a process where the fabric is passed through heated rollers to make the 

fabric smooth or polished. 

Proban finish:  It is the process of making cotton fabrics flame proof or to prevent them from 

catching fire.  

 

Question 5 

(a) State the two main classes of seam. 

(b) With the aid of two well labelled diagrams, describe how to make a French seam. 

(c) Mention two faults which may occur when working a French seam. 

(d) Enumerate four ways of neatening a plain seam. 

 

(a) This sub-question was very well answered by almost all the candidates who attempted it.  The 

major problem that candidates had with the answers they provided was spelling mistakes. 

The answer is:   Conspicuous and Inconspicuous seams. 

Or 

Visible and Invisible seams. 

Majority of the candidates spelt the term ‘conspicuous’ wrongly as conspicious, consipicious, 

consipicuous, etc. 
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(b) This sub-question was poorly answered by most candidates.  Diagrams provided were poorly 

done.   

 
 

 The following observations were made about the diagrams they provided: 

- a single layer of fabric was drawn, instead of two pieces joined together; 

- no labelling of right (rs) ad wrong (ws) side; 

- no trimming stage was indicated; 

- tracing stitches shown instead of machine stitches. 

The description of the procedure for making a French seam was poorly done by almost all the 

candidates.  Candidates’ answers indicated that they had an idea of the procedure, but they 

lacked the correct vocabulary to use. 

Procedure for making a French seam 

- place raw edges together with the wrong sides facing; 

- pin fabric and stitch 6 mm outside the fitting line; 

- press seam open and trim turnings to 4 mm; 

- fold along stitching line with right sides facing; 

- tack and stitch 6 mm from edge enclosing raw edges completely. 

 

(c) A significant number of candidates provided the correct answers but some used poor 

expressions and spellings. 

Correct answers included: 

- puckering of fabric; 

- frayed threads showing on the right side; 

- uneven seam width; 

- bulky seam. 

 

(d) This sub-question was fairly well answered by majority of the candidates. They however, had 

problem with spelling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



576 

 

 

Candidates’ answers include: 

- edge stitching; 

- overcastting; 

- binding raw edges; 

- neatened with picking shears; 

- neatened with zigzag stitch. 

 

Question 6 

(a) Explain any three of the following terms as used in clothing and textiles. 

(i) wardrobe; 

(ii) patching; 

(iii) arrangement of fullness; 

(iv) edge finishes; 

(v) principles of design. 

(b) Give one example of any two of the terms explained in 6 (a) above. 

(c) With the aid of two diagrams, show how to attach a facing to the scooped neckline of a front 

bodice. 

 

(a) With this sub-question, majority of the candidates who answered it, provided answers for all 

the terms.  Candidates’ answers indicated they were familiar with the terms but they lacked 

the correct vocabulary. 

Candidates provided answers such as: 

(i) Wardrobe: 

 

o a collection of clothe accessories; 

o a collection of items that one has; 

o a selection of clothes for all occasions. 

 

(ii) Arrangements of fullness 

 

o is the excess fabric in a garment without cutting; 

o is a process whereby excess fabric is used without cutting; 

 

(iii) Patching 

 

o using a stronger piece of fabric to cover a torn area; 

o it is the process of mending a hole in an article with new fabric. 

 

(iv) Edge finishes 

 

o treatment given to edges of fabric; 

o it is a process of neatening edges in a garment. 

 

 

 



577 

 

 

(v) Principles of design 

- the roles that guide one in making a design; 

- the guidelines used together with the elements in a design. 

A significant number of candidates’ also provided the correct answers but left out 

some salient points. 

 

   They were expected to provide the following answers: 

(i) Wardrobe:  A set of clothing for an individual comprising undergarments, out 

garments, accessories and cosmetics. 

 

(ii) Patching:  it is a method of repairing articles using a piece of fabric of the same 

design, colour and texture. 

 

(iii) Arrangement of fullness:  it is the process of making use of excess fabric in 

clothing construction without cutting. 

 

(iv) Edge finishes:  it is the treatment given to the raw edges of articles to neaten 

and complete them. 

 

(v) Principles of design:  They are guidelines that are used to organize the 

elements to form a design. 

 

(b) This was very well answered by majority of the candidates.  Some provided examples for all 

the terms stated in (a) above.  With the exception of examples on patching, majority of the 

candidates provided correct answers for the rest of the terms. 

Candidates’ answers included the following: 

(i) Wardrobe:  brassieres, pants, skirts, dresses, necklace, bracelets, shoes, lipstick, 

pomade, face powder, etc. 

 

(ii) Arrangement of fullness:  shirring, dart, smocking, pleats, gathers. 

 

(iii) Edge finishes:  binding, facing, over locking, turning a hem. 

Many candidates confused ‘a hem’ with turning a hem.  In garment construction, ‘a hem’ is 

part of a garment and not an edge finish. 

(iv) Principles of design:  balance, harmony, rhythm. 

 

(v) Patching:  For this term almost all the candidates failed to provide the correct answer. 

The correct answer is: 

Print patch, cotton or calico patch, blanket patch, appliqué/motif patch, flannel patch. 

(c) This sub-question was poorly answered by majority of the candidates who attempted it.  Many 

of them did not know how the scooped neckline looks like, so the neckline varied in shape.   
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Diagrams provided were poor.  Apart from the poor diagrams, (candidates provided) the 

procedure for attaching the facing was also poorly done.  Majority of them failed to provide 

the correct terminologies. 

 

They were expected to provide the answer below: 

 

Instructions: 

 

 Attach facing to the neckline of the bodice with right sides facing; 

 Pin, tack and stitch along the stitching line, trim and snip; 

 Turn the edge of the facing 6 mm wide, tack and snip. 
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CLOTHING AND TEXTILES 3 

 
1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of the paper compares favourably with those of the previous years.  The instructions for 

the making-up were clear and straight forward.   

The required processes were simple and within the scope of the syllabus. The general performance of 

candidates was average this year. 

 

2.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

The commendable features noted in the work of candidates include the following: 

 

(a) pressing fabric during the preparation stage and during the making-up of the article; 

(b) improvement in the handling of the sewing machine; 

(c) ability to make a plain seam by stitching along the seam line; 

(d) presentation of variety of styles for self-garments; 

(e) the making of well-fitting self-garments; 

(f) display of good modelling skills in their self-garments.  

3.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

(a) Inability to read and follow the instructions for the making-up 

(b) Inability to work fast. 

(c) Inability to transfer all the necessary pattern symbols including minute details like position of 

button. 

(d) Inability to make French seam and facing. 

(e) Carrying out tasks not demanded by the test. 

(f) Inability to use the thimble. 

(g) Poor neatening of self-garments. 

(h) Inability to keep work area neat during the practicals. 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

Candidates should: 

(a) improve their reading skills; 

(b) make adequate preparations before the examination; 

(c) read and follow instructions given for the practicals; 

(d) make effective use of figures or diagrams used in the test to enhance understanding. 

5.  DETAILED COMMENTS 

 Candidates were provided with: 

 A - Front blouse; 

 B - Back blouse; 

 C - Front neck facing; 

 D - Back neck facing. 
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The pattern pieces were to be used to cut out and make a Girl’s Blouse using the following 

instructions: 

 Joining front and back shoulders using French seam; 

 Joining sides of front and back blouse using plain seam; 

 Cutting interfacing and ironing it onto the underwrap.  Neatening edge of underwrap and 

basting it to garment; 

 Joining front and back neck facings.  Attaching right side of neck facing to wrong side of 

garment; 

 Turning a lay of 0.5 cm along the edge of facing and tacking the lay in place.   

 Basting facing to the right side of garment and stitching along the edge. 

 Neatening armhole by turning a lay 0.5 cm and stitching close to its fold; 

 Turning a hem and fixing it down with slip hemming; 

 Fixing button at the second position; 

 Attaching label. 

GENERAL EFFICIENCY 

Preparation and cutting out 

Preparation 

Graining of fabric 

Some candidates grained their fabrics as expected.  There were a few who pulled warp thread instead 

of weft threads. 

 

Pressing of fabric 

Majority of candidates pressed their fabric after graining.  Some fabrics with high nylon content 

melted when exposed to high temperature during pressing. 

 

Folding of fabric 

Majority of candidates folded their fabrics along the straight grain with folds of fabric running 

parallel to the selvedge as required. 

Some candidates wrongly folded their fabrics along the weft grain. 

 

Laying out of pattern pieces 

Many candidates arranged their pattern pieces economically on their fabrics as expected.  Majority 

placed their large patterns pieces correctly in the direction of the grain. 

Some candidates, however, had difficulty placing the patterns for the facing in the direction of the 

grain.  The pattern for the back facing could not be placed on fold by some candidates. 

 

Pinning 

Candidates were expected to securely hold their pattern pieces in place on their fabrics with adequate 

pins.   

 

 

The following problems were observed during pinning: 

 lifting fabric during pinning; 

 pins going beyond the cutting line; 

 number of pins used were either too few or too many. 
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Cutting out 

Candidates were expected to consistently use short strokes along curved edges and long strokes along 

straight edges.   Many candidates used short strokes throughout the cutting out. 

Some candidates either pivoted their work or moved around their table to make cutting out easy. 

Unacceptable activities observed during the cutting out were: 

 Cutting out in all directions; 

 Lifting work during cutting out; 

 Not consistently keeping palm on patterns when cutting out. 

Transfer of pattern markings 

Few candidates were able to transfer all the necessary pattern markings correctly. 

The incorrect placement of the dressmaker’s carbon in between the layers of cut out fabric pieces led 

to the transfer of pattern symbols unto only some parts of the work.  Badly made improvised 

dressmaker’s carbon also affected the transfer of pattern markings. 

Many candidates did not take note of minute details like button position and end of stitching of plain 

seam hence did not transfer such details.  Few candidates used pens and pencils to deepen faint 

transfers. 

 

Use of equipment and tools 

Generally, candidates placed work correctly under the sewing machine.  An encouraging number of 

candidates lowered machine needles into articles before lowering the presser foot. 

Only a few candidates consistently used the balance wheel to start and stop work.  An appreciable 

number of candidates correctly removed articles to the back or side of the  sewing machine. 

The length of thread for sewing should not be too long.  Many candidates followed this principle.  

Candidates effectively used the pair of scissors throughout the making up.  The number of candidates 

who used the thimble for hand sewing was extremely discouraging. 

 

Pressing 

Candidates pressed their work at every stage of the making up.  However, some candidates did not 

give their articles a final pressing before placing them into their envelopes. 

 

MAKING UP 

(a) Joining front and back shoulders using French seam.  

 

The first row of stitching should be made within the seam allowance with the wrong sides of front 

and back blouse facing each other.  The seam allowance should be trimmed. 

 

The second row of stitching should be made along the stitching line with the right sides of front and 

back blouse facing each other.  The completed fell of the French seam should be on the wrong side of 

blouse.  The fell of the French seam should be smooth and of even width. 

 

A few of the candidates’ were able to make very good French seam. 
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The short comings observed were: 

 

 raw edges of seam showing on the right side of work; 

 fell of seam appearing on the right side of work; 

 uneven width of fell; 

 grooves forming along the first row of stitching line; 

 very broad or wide seam (feel) as a result of trying to hide raw edges; 

 the making of plain seam; 

 the making of double stitched seam; 

 stitching twice around the stitching line. 

 

(b) Joining sides of front and back blouse using plain seam. 

 

The stitching should be done along the stitching line with right sides facing each other.  The neatened 

seam should be flat and of even width. 

 

The length of the seam should end at the point indicated by the dot position at the base of the 

armhole.  The “scissors” symbol near the dot position meant that the seam should be snipped from the 

edge of the seam to the dot position. 

 

Many candidates stitched very well along the stitching line but a few neatened the seam.  Poor 

neatening badly affected the width and quality of seam.  Some of those who neatened by edge 

stitching did not stitch close to the fold of lay.  Neatening with pinking shears was not appropriate for 

the fabric used.  Some candidates marred the beauty of their seam by snipping the seam allowance at 

various intervals.  A few candidates made French seam instead of open seam. 

 

(c) Ironing on interfacing 

 

The interfacing should be correctly placed such that when heat was applied, it would be fixed to that 

part of the underwrap.   

 

The edge of the underwrap should be neatened and basted to the garment.  Candidates generally used 

Vilene.  Few candidates’ carried out the task as expected.  

 

Many of the candidates displayed one or more of the following shortcomings: 

 

 turning smaller or larger underwrap than the given size; 

 fixing interfacing to the right side of article; 

 fixing interfacing to neckline facing; 

 stitching edge of wrap without turning a lay; 

 applying interfacing to only one part of work; 

 not fixing interfacing in place with heat (by pressing). 

 not basting underwrap to garment; 

 non application of interfacing; 

 closing up opening by stitching through the centre front. 

 

 



583 

 

 

 

(d) Joining and attaching facing 

The front and back facing should be joined along the stitching lines.  The joined facings should be 

attached to the neckline of garment on the wrong side along the stitching line.  The seam allowance 

should be trimmed and snipped. 

Candidates, on the whole, did not perform very well at this task. 

Short comings noted include: 

 not joining front and back facings; 

 started by placing facing on the right side of work; 

 overlapping the shoulder ends of back and front facings without stitching them; 

 overlapping the shoulder ends of back and front facings and stitching them together; 

 inability to stitch smoothly along the stitching line; 

 not trimming seam allowance; 

 not snipping seam allowance. 

(e) Stitching facing unto garment 

The facing was to be turned to the right side of blouse.  A lay of 0.5 cm was to be turned at the edge 

of facing and the facing basted to the garment.  The facing was to be fixed in place by stitching along 

the edge.  (Temporary stitches should not be removed).  Few candidates had it right. 

 

Flaws observed included: 

 binding of the neckline; 

 turning facing to wrong side of article; 

 uneven width of facing; 

 unturning of a lay before stitching along the edge; 

 untrimmed and unsnipped seam allowance leading to puckered neckline. 

 

(f) Neatening armhole 

 

A lay should be turned and stitched in place by stitching close to the fold.  A hem should be turned 

and fixed in place by firm, evenly spaced slip hemming stitches.  This task was poorly tackled by 

majority of the candidates. 

 

Weaknesses observed were: 

 

 turning a lay without stitching; 

 turning only a lay and stitching it in place; 

 turning a hem and either tacking it or machine stitching it in place; 

 some armholes were either too big or too small depending on how far the lower part of 

armhole was from the dot position indicating where to snip; 

 some articles did not have armholes because such articles had their sides joined right from the 

shoulders to the hem of blouse; 

 some candidates created their own armhole by cutting off the original shape; 

 some armholes were left unneatened. 



584 

 

 

 

(g) Fixing of button 

 

The test clearly demanded that the button should be fixed at the second positions.  The article being a 

blouse should have the button fixed on the wrap on the left hand side of the wearer.  The button 

should be firmly fixed and the stitches neatened on the wrong side of work. 

 

Only a few candidates were able to carry out this task correctly. 

 

Weaknesses observed were: 

 

 fixing button on the right hand side of the wearer; 

 fixing button at the wrong position especially first position. 

 stitching button through all layers of both wraps making it difficult to open up. 

 fixing buttons even though the front opening had been wrongly stitched through at the centre 

front; 

 positioning button on the wrong side of work; 

 making shanks for buttons with shanks; 

 using buttons without shanks; 

 making buttonholes and rouleau loops.  these were not part of the test. 

 

(h) Labelling and general neatness 

 

From the beginning to the end of the test, candidates were expected to keep their articles and work 

area neat. 

 

It was not uncommon to see pieces of paper, fabric and pieces of thread on working tables and floor 

during the examination. 

 

Some articles were not given final pressing before folding and putting them into the envelopes.  Some 

articles were not folded. 

 

Instead of using a clean piece of paper measuring about 6 cm x 4 cm to label their work, some 

candidates used large creased paper for labelling.  Names and index numbers were poorly written by 

some candidates. 

 

Some candidates either fixed their labels with pins or stitched them through all layers of the article.  

These were unacceptable. 

 

Labels should be stitched unto only one layer of the article.  The position of the label should not 

interfere with opening up of the article.  
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FOODS AND NUTRITION 2 

 
1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of the paper was within the scope of the syllabus.  The questions covered different 

topics in the syllabus and were straightforward and clear.  Some of the questions tested how 

candidates can apply general knowledge to specifics.  There were also questions on the practical 

aspect of the subject. 

 

Generally, candidates performance last year was better than this year. 

 

2.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

(a) Most candidates were able to name the types of kitchen and mention the rules to observe when 

cooking. 

 

(b) Most candidates were able to mention flour dishes and drinks made from ginger as demanded by 

question 6. 

 

(c) Candidates were able to outline the procedure for preparing pineapple drink in question 6 (b). 

3.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

(a) Some candidates still have problem with spellings.  They even spelt words in the question 

wrongly in their answers, e.g. dring for drink, peal/pill for peel, monosakara for monosaccharide, 

somking for smoking, pouching for poaching, etc. 

 

(b) Some candidates did not have enough vocabulary to explain or give meaningful points for their 

answers e.g. ‘consider the nutritive value of the child’, instead of consider the nutritional/nutrient 

needs of the child’, sieve pineapple drink’, instead of strain pineapple juice, ‘cut finger/cut down 

finger/finger nails’, instead of trim finger nails/cut finger nails short’, ‘feed toddler in small time. 

 

(c) Majority of candidates did not have any idea about cooking terms.  Candidates gave out 

dictionary definitions for question 2 instead of the technical meaning of the terms. 

 

(d) Most candidates could not explain the factors to consider when choosing a commercial cooker for 

use. 

 

(e) Answers provided by most candidates to rules/guidelines were in the present continuous instead 

of in a command form. 

 

(f) Most candidates could not identify the cuts of fish as required in question 4.  They could not 

understand the word conservative method of cooking. 

 

 

5. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

 

(a) Candidates should be encouraged by both parents and teachers to cultivate the habit of reading to 

improve upon their vocabulary and spelling. 
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(b) Dictionaries should be used to check spelling of words, meaning of words, etc. 

(c) Teachers should recommend approved textbooks for students. 

(d) Teachers should learn and use cooking terms correctly in the context that they appear for easy 

understanding. 

 

(e) Students should be actively involved in demonstration lessons and be encouraged to learn how to 

write/describe procedures for the work as they observe. 

 

 

5.  DETAILED COMMENTS 

 Question 1 

(a) Explain four factors to consider when choosing a cooker for commercial use. 

(b) Give two reasons for the regular maintenance of kitchen equipment. 

 

(a) Even though the question was a popular one, only a few of the candidates were able to 

explicitly explain the factors to consider when choosing a cooker for commercial use. 

Majority listed the factors and their answers were limited to money, space/size, durability, 

servicing facilities and ease in cleaning.   

Some expected answers are: 

 type of fuel/energy use in relation to fuel available in the locality and affordability of 

the fuel; 

 

 manufacturer’s information to enable the buyer know how best to operate the cooker; 

 

 maintenance and repair:  the needed parts should be available for replacement and 

regular checks could be done on the cooker to expand the life span; 

 

 design features that afford ease in cleaning and operations. 

 

 materials used in construction: material used in the construction of cooker should be 

easy to clean and maintain. 

 

(b) This sub-question was well handled by most candidates. 

 

  Answers were varied which include: 

 

 help to prolong the lifespan of the equipment; 

 save time; 

 save money; 

 save user from stress; 

 save energy; 

 prevent further damage of the equipment; 
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Question 2 

Explain the following cooking terms: 

(a) Grease; 

(b) Marinade; 

(c) Grate; 

(d) Reconstitute; 

(e) Garnish.  

 

The question was not a popular one and was poorly answered by most of the few candidates 

who attempted it.  They gave general dictionary definitions without linking them to cookery. 

 

The following are sample solutions to the questions: 

 

(a) Application of coating/rubbing the inside of cooking wares to prevent food cooked in 

them from sticking. 

 

(b) To soak and cover food with edible acid mixtures of oil, vinegar/lemon juice/cooking 

wine/and yoghurt/pickling mixture to add flavour and make the food tender e.g. tough cuts 

of meat. 

 

(c) To use a grater to cut/shred/shave/rub/reduce food into very fine or small pieces or by 

rubbing the food item back and forth across the section of the grater to give the size of 

pieces needed. 

 

(d) To add water to a concentrate or some powdered/dried food to return/bring back to its 

original nature/state or to restore dried/powdered foods (s) to former/original 

condition/state by adding water. 

 

(e) To make a savoury dish or food look attractive, interesting and appetizing by arranging 

small, dainty, colourful pieces of food on it.  (These pieces of food can be used raw or 

cooked, e.g. lemon slices/wedges, parsley, beetroot, tomatoes, etc.) 

Question 3  

(a) List two classes of carbohydrate. 

(b) Give two examples of each class listed in 3 (a). 

(c) State four guidelines for feeding a toddler. 

 

(a) A popular question with sub-question questions (a) and (b) well answered by most candidates.  

A few of the candidates could not distinguish between the classes and sources of 

carbohydrates.  
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Most candidates were conversant with the following classes: 

 

 monosaccharides; 

 disaccarides; 

 polysacharides. 

 

Examples given for the classes were very limited. 

(b) Examples of Monosaccharides:  glucose, fructose, glactose, mannose, ribose,  erythrose, 

xylulose 

 

 Disacchrides/oligosaccharides:  raffinose, stachyose, sucrose, maltose, lactose. 

 Polysaccharides:  cellulose/fibre, starch/dextrin, pectin, gum, lignin, hemicelllose, etc. 

 

(c) Answers include: 

 

 meals should include plenty of crisp foods and fresh fruits; 

 small dainty portions of meals should be served at a time; 

 gradually introduce food and vegetables in different forms and shapes; 

 train toddlers to appreciate good table manners; 

 avoid strong flavours/seasonings and spices. 

Question 4 

The diagram below is a cut of large round fish.  Study it and answer question 4 (a). 

 
(a) Name the cut fish labelled I, II, III and IV. 

(b) List three food values of fish. 

(c) Itemize three conservative methods of cooking fish. 

 

(a) Even though majority of candidates answered this sub-question, they were unable to answer 

all sections of the questions satisfactorily. 

Candidates gave answers concerning the different parts of fish fins e.g. pelvic, anus, etc.  Very 

few candidates had two answers right e.g. head, tail for the cuts of fish. 

Name of cuts labelled: 

I - head cut 

II - cutlets/middle cut 

III - steaks 

IV - tail cut 
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(b) It seemed candidates were not aware that the term food value is synonymous to food nutrients, 

therefore they listed fish dishes like fish balls, fish stew, fish soup, etc. 

 

Answers include: 

 

 Protein; 

 Mineral salts/elements:  calcium, phosphrous, iron, iodine; 

 Vitamins:   B1, B2,  Niacin/nicotinic acid, D, E; 

 Fats and oils; 

 Water, etc. 

 

(c) This part of the question was not well understood by some of the candidates because of the 

term ‘conservative method of cooking’.  Few candidates had all the three answers correct. 

Some candidates included methods of preservation e.g. drying, smoking, canning, etc. in their 

answers. 

Conservative methods of cooking fish include: 

 stewing; 

 steaming; 

 boiling; 

 poaching; 

 baking; 

 grilling. 

Question 5 

(a) Name two major types of kitchen. 

(b) State four hygiene rules to observe when cooking. 

(c) Outline four ways of saving time and energy in food preparation. 

 

(a) A very popular question which was quite well answered.    

Most candidates were familiar with the: 

 traditional kitchen; 

 modern kitchen. 

 

Other kitchens 

 

 institutional/industrial/commercial kitchen; 

 improved traditional kitchen. 

 

(b) Candidates had varied answers for the hygiene rules to observe when cooking. 

Some candidates included kitchen accidents to the hygiene rules, eg. ‘clean spills on the floor 

to avoid slipping’. 
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Expected answers include: 

 keep pets and insects out of the kitchen; 

 wear clean clothes when cooking; 

 cover open sores/cuts before cooking; 

 use clean dish cloths/towels when cooking; 

 do not use dish cloth to wipe hands, face and spills; 

 keep dirty dishes and pots away from preparation area. 

(c) Some candidates lacked the vocabulary for answering this sub-question, even though they had 

an idea about the topic, e.g. do two things at a time. 

 

Few candidates gave one word answer and phrase, e.g. dovetailing, labour, saving device, 

convenience foods, good lighting, etc.  Candidates who were able to answer the question gave 

varied answers. 

 

Expected answers include: 

 

 wash up utensils and put away during work processes; 

 arrange all the food preparation choices properly; 

 learn and apply the best method for doing each task well; 

 use correct working height; 

 use a tray to carry items instead of repeated movement to pick items. 

Question 6 

(a) Mention two flour dishes and one drink that can be made from ginger. 

(b) Outline the procedures of preparing pineapple drink. 

(c) List one fermented flavouring and two citrus flavourings. 

 

The question was well handled by majority of the candidates who answered it. 

 

(a) This part of the question was well answered by majority of the candidates. 

 

(b) The question was quite well answered by most candidates’, even though some of them missed 

some salient parts of the procedure e.g. washing/cutting pineapple before grating or 

peeling/cutting up pineapple before blending. 

 

Others too interchanged steps in the procedure e.g. coating/blending pineapple before 

preparing syrup.  Few candidates added sugar to either the pulp or juice and served. 

 

Procedure include: 

 prepare, cool and chill syrup; 

 wash, peel, cut and blend/cut and grate pineapple pulp into a bowl; 

 add syrup, stir and strain; 

 pour into a jug and serve. 
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Or 

 

 boil and cool syrup; 

 wash, peel, cut and blend/cut and grate pineapple pulp into a bowl; 

 add syrup, stir and strain; 

 pour into a jug, chill and serve. 

 

(c) This sub-question was satisfactorily answered by most candidates.  Some of them could not 

list a fermented flavouring, while others did not know what citrus fruits are so listed 

pineapple, mango, apple, strawberry, etc. 

 

 

Most candidates listed yeast, alcohol, wine and fruits as fermented flavourings.  A few of 

them were able to mention yoghurt. 

 

Fermented flavouring include: 

 

 yoghurt; 

 locust beans/dawada; 

 fermented melon seed; 

 fermented soya beans; 

 fermented fish (momoni); 

 fermented cowhide/wele (totobi) 

 fermented sesame/beniseeed; 

 ogiri. 

Citrus flavours 

 orange; 

 lemon; 

 lime; 

 grape fruit; 

 tangerine; 

 tangets, etc. 

NOTE:  Citrus flavours can be rinds/zests/essence/juices, flavourings. 
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FOODS AND NUTRITION 3 

 
1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The question was clearly stated and was within the scope of the syllabus and the capabilities of the 

candidates. 

 

Performance of candidates was generally above average, and it compared to that of the previous year. 

 

2.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

 

(a) Majority of the candidates were able to cook, serve and clear up within the stipulated time. 

(b) Choices for main meals were correct, even though they lacked variety. 

(c) Generally, soups were well prepared. 

(d) Economy in the use of food commodities as well as fuel has improved. 

(e) Candidates’ handwriting and spellings have improved tremendously. 

(f) Table setting – handling of items and settings have also improved. 

3.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

(a) There was no variety in the choice of dishes. 

(b) Writing of time plan still continues to be a problem. 

(c) Candidates were unable to give proper reasons for their choice of dishes. 

(d) Most candidates prepared the time plan using more or less of the three hours given for the time 

plan. 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

 

(a) Teachers should teach candidates the writing of the time plan more often to enable them acquire 

the skills. 

(b) Candidates should be taught the appropriate use of tools during practical lessons and be 

encouraged to use them. 

 

5.  DETAILED COMMENTS 

 Question  1 

 Your Sister is an Ulcer patient, considering her condition: 

(a) prepare, cook and serve a three course meal for her; 

(b) prepare and serve her a suitable drink; 

(c) set a table for her. 
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Choice of dishes 

Candidates were expected to choose and prepare a first course dish, a main meal, a dessert     and also 

a suitable drink. 

 Most candidates did not pay attention to monotony in the choices they made e.g. fruit juice for 

1st course and a fruit salad for dessert, soup for 1st course and soup for main dish. 

 

 Others too chose coleslaw or some vegetable salads which are either side dishes or main 

dishes. 

 

 1st course dishes/starters/appetisers are expected to whet the appetite of the diner. 

 

 The main meals were generally appropriate e.g. stews and soups with suitable 

accompaniment. 

 

 To a large extent, most desserts were not appropriate, e.g. serving custard, bread and butter 

puddings, moulds with Banku/Tuo Zaafi/Fufuo.  There was monotony in the textures and 

shapes. 

 

 The choice of drinks was quite well done. 

Interpretation 

 Candidates’ interpretation were generally acceptable, but in situations where the choice of 

dish was wrong the interpretation was also considered wrong.  The main dishes bordered on 

non-peppery foods while the fruits was on non-acidic fruits. 

Economy 

 Most quantities in theory were far too much, but in practice these were correct. 

 Most candidates did not waste fuel; flames were regulated to suit the size of the saucepan. 

 The use of matches is still a problem. 

 Some candidates who had running taps washed under running water, and that is 

commendable. 

 

 Many candidates used too many fruits and threw some away. 

Order of work 

 In theory, most candidates’ order of work were not comprehensive and orderly enough, but in 

practice they worked well, dovetailed activities, so they were able to finish their work. 

Cleanliness and clearing away 

 Cleanliness during the practical work was well observed. 

 Most candidates washed up at intervals, changed dirty washing up water. 

 Emptied binets were cleaned. 
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 Few candidates washed their used kitchen cloths. 

 Majority of candidates did not mop wet floor until they had finished work.  In which case, 

they stepped in and messed up the floor. 

Method and Manipulative skills 

 Stews were well prepared except that some few stews were oily and not pouring. 

 Some green vegetables were not cooked in boiling water and were over cooked. 

 Some candidates used metal spoons to stir sauces and stews. 

 Shredding of vegetables was poorly done by most candidates. 

 Stews were tasty. 

Soups 

 Most candidates soaked smoked fish and raw meat in water before cleaning in the same water. 

 Cleaning of fresh fish was poorly done,  in most cases bare working boards were used and 

entrails and gills were not removed. 

 Majority of candidates used vegetables and stocks for cooking. 

 For 1st course soups, majority strained soups. 

 Most soups were covered and boiled gently. 

 Some soups had good consistencies. 

 Taste and colour were good while others were either not well cooked or was thick so cold 

water was added and these had some kind of suspension. 

Vegetables 

 Majority of candidates did not observe the guidelines for washing vegetables. 

 All vegetables were cleaned in the same water. 

 While some rinsed in clean water, others did not. 

 Most vegetables were cut and handled using bare hands instead of spoons and wooden tools. 

 Most vegetable dishes were unattractively served, foods should be well garnished. 

Fruits 

 Majority of candidates did not handle their fruits well even though they were well washed.  

Fruits should be cut on plates to save the juice. 
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 Fruits were cut on bare board after peeling instead of on a plate to save the juice. 

 Most fruits were not daintily cut and served. 

Syrups 

Generally, syrups were well prepared and flavoured. 

Accompaniments 

 Accompaniments such as banku, wokple, tuo zaafi, boiled/vegetable/curried rice and boiled 

yam/plantain/riced yam/potatoes and plantain were appropriately handled and served by most 

candidates. 

Garnishing 

 Garnishing of dishes were poorly done.  Candidates should be encouraged to be creative. 

 

 Majority of candidates used thick chunks of vegetables to garnish food. 

 Some candidates garnished their vegetable stews. 

Desserts 

 Fruits salads were poorly prepared by most candidates. 

 Puddings:  creamed puddings e.g. banana pudding both baked and steamed were not 

sufficiently creamed, therefore did not turn up well. 

 Bread and butter pudding had custards which were not enough to cover and soak bread. 

 Bread slices were not attractively cut and arranged in the pie dish. 

 

 Most steamers had boiling water, while ovens were pre-heated before dishes were placed in, 

which is commendable. 

 

 Most candidates provided sauces to puddings that should be served with them. 

Drinks 

 Majority of the drinks were well prepared and served. 

Table setting 

 Most tables appeared busy and clumsy due to the placement of too many crockery. 

 

 Candidates had bowls for salad and soup for first course instead of placing these in the dinner 

plate. 
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE-IN-ART 2 

 

1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of the paper compared to those of the previous years.  However, candidates’ 

performance on the whole was just average. 

 

This may be due to the fact that candidates’ preparation for the examination was woefully inadequate. 

A majority of the candidates lacked in-depth knowledge of the demands of the questions.  

Furthermore, some candidates disregarded the rubrics, though they were clearly set out.   

 A few of the candidates had the information required but they could not apply it in their answers as 

required. 

 

2.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

(a) Few candidates who performed creditably, presented their answers with precision.   

(b) There was clarity of expression in their write up. 

(c) Majority of candidates’ handwritings continue to show remarkable improvement. 

(d) Candidates were able to list tourist sites in Ghana. 

(e) Candidate were able to state the importance of creativity. 

3.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

The major weaknesses identified with candidates comprise the following: 

(a) Failure to read and understand the rubrics of the questions. 

(b) Lack of in-depth knowledge of the subject matter. 

(c) Grammatical errors, poor spellings keep appearing in candidates’ scripts. 

(d) Answering more questions than the required number. 

(e) Providing long and unrelated preamble to some questions. 

(f) Candidates could not distinguish between freestyle and free hand. 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

(a) Candidates should read the rubrics carefully before attempting each question. 

(b) Candidates should cultivate the habit of reading extensively from other relevant art books apart 

from the textbooks or other materials relating to the subject matter which will improve their in-

depth knowledge of the subject matter. 

(c) Candidates grammar and spellings could be improved by reading relevant books constantly. 

(d) The number of questions to be answered should be strictly adhered to. This might enable 

candidates to gain some time to go over their work. 

(e) Questions must be answered directly without unrelated preamble. 

(f) Teachers must help students master the various lettering styles. 
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5.  DETAILED COMMENTS 

 Question 1 

(a) Identify the figure below: 

                                    
(b) Using the steps in appreciation, write an appreciation on the figure in 1 (a). 

Most of the candidates attempted this question.  However, majority of the candidates performed 

poorly due to the following reasons: 

(a) Majority of the candidates were able to identify the figure as (Venus of Willendorf) but had 

problem with the spellings of the name.  Others also identified it as (Akuaba Doll). 

 

(b) Here majority of the candidates who attempted it failed woefully by describing the “steps in 

appreciation i.e. Identification of the Artwork; inventory of items in the work, technical 

qualities and interpretation of the work. 

 

Here also most of the candidates succeeded in explaining things involved in the ‘steps’ instead 

of appreciating the figure in each ‘step’ as required.   

 

For example, 

 

1. Identification of work 

 

(i) Name of the work; title of the work and location.  Candidates failed to relate the 

‘steps to the figure provided.  Others also started the points under wrong steps in 

their appreciation, e.g. the statement the ‘figure’ used as ‘fertility doll’ was placed 

under identification of the figure or the inventory. 

Some of the expected answers in 1 (b) as required in candidates’ scripts include the 

following appreciation. 

 

2. Identification of the figure 

 

 A nude female statuette 

 An unknown prehistoric artist 

 Venus of Willendorf, etc. 
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3. Inventory of items in the work 

 

 A knob-like head 

 Big and heavy breast, massive stomach and buttocks. 

 Round and slight protruding knees, etc. 

 

4. Technical Qualities 

 

 The statuette was carved from a piece of limestone. 

 It is stylized 

 Hips are exaggerated; 

 The figure is covered with red ochre/earth colour, etc. 

 

5. Interpretation 

 It is believed to have been used as fertility doll; 

 Scholars equated her beauty to the Roman goddess of love, etc. 

Question 2 

(a) Define tourism. 

(b) List six tourist sites in Ghana. 

(c) In four points discuss the contributions of art to the development of tourism in Ghana.  

 

This question was well answered by a lot of candidates.  However, some of the candidates 

fumbled in providing the correct answers. 

 

(a) Some defined tourism as ‘place where art forms are produced and kept for visitors to see and 

relax’.  Others stated that ‘tourism is the attractive sceneries of a particular place’.  

 

The required definition should be “It is a voluntary movement of people to places of interest 

for the purposes of recreation, leisure, education and familiarization with the cultural and 

physical features of the places”. 

 

(b) Candidates were expected to list six tourist sites in Ghana.  Majority of the candidates were 

able to list the correct tourist sites. 

 

Examples of the tourist sites include: 

 

Boti Falls; Lake Bosomtwe; Kakum forest; Elmina Castle, etc. 

 

(c) This question posed a lot of challenge to most of the candidates.  Some candidates were able 

to raise the points but could not discuss as required.  Others wrote on importance of tourism 

without relating it to the contribution of art to the development of tourism in Ghana. 
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Required answers expected were as follows: 

(i) art promotes economic development in tourism industry by producing artworks for 

sale and purchases; 

(ii) art reveals or displays culture and heritage; 

(iii) art creates employment and revenues to the tourism industry; 

(iv) art promotes tourism by projecting African art to the world; 

(v) artworks are produced to furnish and equip restaurants and hotels for admiration and 

relaxation of tourists; 

(vi) art produces souvenirs and mementos to satisfy tourists’ desire. 

 

Question 3 

(a) State two characteristics of creative environment. 

(b) Explain six importance of creativity.  

 

This question was popular with majority of the candidates.  However, the first part (a) posed some 

difficulties to most of the candidates because they did not understand the question.  Instead of the 

‘characteristics’, they wrote on the importance of creativity.  For example: “It helps one to study 

and know more about nature”. 

 

The two characteristics of creative environment should include the following: 

 

(i) do not judge people when you do not know much about them; 

(ii) accepting that everyone has something good in him/her; 

(iii) acceptance of people with their weaknesses and providing them with opportunities to 

develop; 

(iv) giving every one equal opportunity to improve. 

 

On the sub-question (b), most of the candidates were able to state the importance of creativity but 

could not explain the points raised as expected. 

Points to be raised include the following: 

(i) it unites people; 

(ii) it allows self-expression; 

(iii) it promotes long life, etc. 

 

Question 4 

Identify five factors that explain the concept of Indigenous African Arts. 

A few of the candidates attempted this question.  Even though it was the most direct of all the 

 questions. 
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Quite a number of those who attempted this question deviated by writing on the functions of 

indigenous art instead of the concept of African Indigenous Art.  Others also wrote on the various art 

forms in the African Art like: Sorcery; witchcrafts; sympathetic magic; animism, etc. 

For these reasons, many of the candidates who attempted this question failed to score any appreciable 

marks.   

 

Answers expected in candidates’ scripts should include the following: 

(i) origin of all arts is mythical or divine; 

(ii) taboos are observed in association with the arts, e.g. a carver should not work when he is 

angry; 

 

(iii) the arts are not the privilege of a few selected people (elite) in the society; 

(iv) mediums, materials and tools or equipment used in creating art forms are revered; 

(v) there is a division of art activities among the sexes; 

(vi) artists are highly respected and in some cases are feared. 

 

Question 5 

(a) In two points, write on one of the following: 

(i) free style; 

(ii) free hand. 

(b) Rule the four horizontal lines between which letters are written and label them. 

(c) Explain one function each of the lines labelled in 5 (b). 

 

This was the question least tackled by most of the candidates.  Majority of those who attempted it 

performed abysmally.  They could not distinguish between freestyle and free hand lettering. 

 

(a) In question 5 (a) candidates were expected to write on either freestyle or freehand.  Some of 

the candidates ended up by answering the two sub-questions.  Some candidates used objects to 

illustrate in free style without any explanation. 

 

The answers for freestyle should include the following: 

 

 letters are created through drawing to express ideas, mood or nature of objects from the 

environment; 

 

 also known as novelty lettering, etc. 

However, the ‘free style’ was well answered. 

Freehand lettering should include the following: 

 they are letters written with brushes, letting pens or markers; 

 letter drawn or executed by hand without guiding instrument, measurements or other aids, 

etc. 
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However, the freehand lettering was averagely answered. 

(b) Some of the candidates could not draw the four horizontal lines between which letters are 

written, let alone labelling them.  Some were able to rule the lines correctly but could not label 

them. 

 

(c) The functions of each labelled line was very difficult for candidates to explain. 

 

Examples are as follows: 

 

Restline; the restline is the line where letters with ascenders rest.  The functions of the labels 

expected are as follows: 

 

(i) Cap or capital line:  It sets the top limit for all capital letters. It also sets the top limit 

for ascenders of lower case letters. 

 

(ii) X or waist line:  It sets the limit for the bowls of all lower case letters: a, b, g, u. 

 

(iii) Baseline:  It serves as a guide line upon which all letters, both upper and lower case 

letters rest. 

 

(iv) Drop line/descender:  It provided room and set the downward limit for the extension or 

tails of all lower cases such as g, j, q, p, y,… 
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE-IN-ART 3A 

 

1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of the paper as compared to the previous year is favourable.  It was based on their level 

of drawing and painting. 

 

The performance of the candidates compared with that of the previous years. 

 

2.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

(a) Almost every candidate was able to give a good rendition of the items step up. 

(b) Candidates exhibited good shading and painting techniques. 

(c) Candidates portrayed objects and figures in the correct shapes and proportions. 

3.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

The weakness included their inability to: 

(a) depict the illusion of depth and space in a drawing and a painting; 

(b) render good background and foreground; 

(c) execute cast shadows and shades effectively; 

(d) use appropriate tools and materials for their work. 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

(a) Teachers are to take time to teach students how to shade and paint depicting depth and space. 

(b) They are to teach them how to render backgrounds and foreground and how to execute cast 

shadows effectively. 

 

(c) More exercises must be given to students in class to make them acquire the skills in drawing and 

painting. 

 

(d) Appropriate use of tools and materials should be made known to candidates. 

 

5.  DETAILED COMMENTS 

 Question 1A  Still Life Drawing 

(a) Majority of the candidates were able to draw correctly the general shape, contour and height of 

the flask. 

A few of the candidates were not able to draw and shade the cup of the flask well, especially the 

ellipse of the cup. 

(b) The shape of the bread was not done properly, only a few candidates got it right. 
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Majority of them could not shade to bring out the solidity of the bread.  Few candidates attempted 

to render the texture of the bread to make it real. 

(c) Most candidates got the perfect contour of the mug.  Drawing the base of the mug posed a 

problem to quite a number of candidates. 

 

The most difficult aspect was rendering the top overall shape or the rim of the cup well.  The 

ellipse of the rim of the cup was not rendered well by most candidates.  They could not also shade 

or paint to depict that the mug was not covered and that it was an open mouth mug. 

 

 Perspective 

Majority of the candidates could not render this part well.  It was difficult to access depth in the 

works.  Candidates had difficulty in differentiating between foreground and background.  They were 

also not able to represent cast shadows effectively. 

Some candidates did not attempt to render the depth, background, foreground and cast shadows in 

their works.  These aspects are very important and they help in rendering realistic drawings and 

painting, yet majority of the candidates did not portray them in their works and this greatly affected 

their performance. 

 

Question 1B  Imaginative composition 
The question demanded candidates to compose the picture of a fruits seller in full colour. 

Candidates were able to satisfy the section A part of the question well by drawing the figure, the 

various fruits and the structures as demanded by the question. 

 

Only few candidates were able to render the figure and fruits in full colour and in 3-dimension.  Most 

of the paintings of the figures, fruits and structures were flat. 

The creation of depth in relation to figures, fruits, structures, foreground and background were absent 

in most of the works.  This in effect prevented candidates from producing and presenting good 

compositions and this affected their performance. 
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE-IN-ART 3B 

1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of the paper compared with that of the previous years.  Candidates performance 

compared to that of the previous year was better. 

 

2.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

(a) Candidates exhibited maximum creativity and craftsmanship in answering the questions. 

 

(b) Candidates rendered the calligraphy without spelling mistakes and used the appropriate motifs 

(animal motifs) correctly. 

3.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

(a) Some candidates rendered the quotation in question number 2, without using guidelines, as a 

result it made the entire lettering inconsistent. 

 

(b) Almost all the candidates did not follow the demands of the question on colour which stated that 

only two colours were to be used. 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

(a) Candidates must be taught how to use the four set of guidelines to write calligraphy in order to 

make a good presentation of letters and words. 

 

(b) Teachers must guide students to understand that background colour does not form part of the 

number of colours to be used to execute a design work. 

 

5.  DETAILED COMMENTS 

 Question 2 (lettering) 

 This question was properly answered by most of the candidates but: 

(1) they failed to provide consistency in lettering, spacing, word spacing and line spacing hence it 

affected legibility. 

 

(2) they omitted the comma that breaks the phrases that make up the quotation, that is the comma (s) 

after “make it good”. 

 

(3) the letter ‘f’ in the preceding word ‘if’ in the quotation was rendered as descending letter by some 

candidates instead of ascending. 

 

(4) the letter ‘k’ in the word ‘make’ was rendered as capital letter ‘K’ by many candidates. 

 

(5) a few of them rendered the entire quotation in capital letters which was a deviation from the 

question. 

 

(6) some of them also failed to make a judicious use of the working space available, that is some 

utilised just half of the entire space. 

(7) some of them created background that affected the legibility of the letters, e.g. some candidates 

background design overshadowed the text making it difficult to read. 
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(8) they did not arrange the sentences based on any known layout like centred, left aligned, etc. which 

is key in text layout. 

 

 Question 3 (Design) 

Though it was not a popular question, the few that answered it treated their background with texture 

and plain colours that enhanced their work.  However, there were a few weaknesses that were 

observed. 

1. Some candidates could not depict the animal motif clearly. It was therefore difficult to identify 

the animal some of the candidates tried to depict. 

 

2. Most candidates did not follow any repeat pattern or order in the placement and arrangement of 

motif. 

 

3. Most candidates failed to depict the selvedge of the fabric. 

 

4. Most candidates did not follow the demand of the question on colour which stated that “use only 

two colours”.  Most of the candidates used only one colour on a background colour which they 

considered as a second colour.  Again some candidates used more than ‘two colours’ that affected 

the overall effect of the design. 

 

5. Animal motifs stencil used by some candidates have already been used by other candidates to 

execute their works. 
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GRAPHIC DESIGN 2 

1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The Chief Examiner reported that the standard of the paper was comparable to that of the previous 

year. 

 

The performance of the candidates was slightly better than that of last year. 

 

3. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

 

The Chief Examiner commended candidates’ for their ability to: 

 identify three package construction materials and indicate the respective products packaged in 

them; 

 state and explain the factors to consider in designing a package; 

 systematically describe how 100 pieces of chairs can be labelled using stencil printing 

method; 

 illustrate and state the uses of tools demanded by question 4; 

 explain the Graphic Design terminologies demanded by question 6. 

4. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

 

The Chief Examiner enumerated the following as weaknesses in candidates’ responses: 

 some candidates were unable to identify and explain factors to consider when designing a 

package; 

 some of the candidates mixed up the systematic process required in labelling the 100 pieces of 

chairs demanded by question 2 (b) (ii); 

 most candidates could not indicate the difference between x-height and baseline 

satisfactorily as demanded by question 3 (a). They could also not illustrate appropriately to 

support their response; 

 a few candidates could not illustrate sable brush and printing roller as demanded by questions 

4 (a) and (b). 

 most candidates treated posters, television, billboards and handbills as different strategies that 

can be used for marketing Graphic Design products. Although all can be classified under 

advertisement; 

 a few candidates missed relevant points in explaining for-edge and casing-in. 
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4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

 The Chief Examiner suggested that: 

 candidates must note that when asked to describe any process, it is a requirement to include 

the tools and materials employed at every step of the process. This is peculiar to all practical 

base questions. 
 

 candidates must be exposed to practical exercises sufficiently so as to study methods and 

processes well enough to be able to describe them systematically. 
 

 schools should be adequately furnished with the requisite tools/equipment and materials 

needed for practical sessions. Teachers can also show pictures or videos of Graphic Design 

tools/equipment and materials to their students, especially when the schools have not being 

supplied with such tools; 
 

 conscious effort, on the part of candidates must be made to improve upon their drawing skills. 

This can be done if they practice how to draw basic shapes and tools. 
 

 marketing as one of the topics under entrepreneurship should be handled by a resource person 

outside the Art Department.  

 

 Hands-on teaching methodology should be adapted in teaching Bookbinding. This would 

enable candidates to understand the various terminologies better. 

 

5. DETAILED COMMENTS 

Question 1 

(a)  (i)  Identify three package construction materials. 

The question was popular with the candidates, hence majority of them attempted it. 

Candidates were able to identify the required materials and listed them appropriately. Some 

misconstrued materials with products; therefore they listed envelopes, boxes, rubber, wrappers 

and cans as constructive materials for packages. 

 

It should be noted that instead of rubber the appropriate word is plastic, and wrapper is 

cellophane. Also an envelope is a product (package) not a material, likewise cans. 

Candidates who cited the two products did not scored the full marks allocated to the question. 

Some expected answers: 

 paper/card; 

 wood; 

 metal/steel/aluminum; 

 fabric/ textiles; 

 plastic; 

 glass; 

 styrofoam; 

 cellophane; 

 cardboard. 
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(ii) List two products that can be packaged with each of the materials identified in (a) (i) 

above. 

Some expected answers: 

 

 paper/card: sugar, biscuits, crayons, etc. 

 wood: nails, cutlasses, clothes, etc. 

 metal/steel/aluminum: creams, beverages, perfumes, milks, drinks, etc.  

 fabric/textiles: sugars, flour, grains, etc. 

 plastic: creams, food, drugs, water, drinks, etc. 

 glass: drugs, drinks, perfumes, etc. 

 styrofoam: electronic gadgets, plates, bottles, foods, etc. 

 cellophane: sweets/candies, biscuits, etc; 

 cardboard: Drinks, etc. 

 

Question 1 (a) (ii) was well answered by most candidates. Their responses were in relation to 

the expected answers for question 1 (a) (ii).  

 (b) Explain three factors to consider when designing a package. 

Majority of the candidates responses to question (b) were satisfactory; hence they scored the 

entire marks allotted to the question. However a few deviated and scored  low marks.  They 

rather defined Primary, Secondary and Tertiary packages.  

Some expected answers: 

 

(i) Shape and form of the product 

 

The shape and form of the product determines the construction of the package (whether 

rectangular, cuboid, spherical, etc). 

(ii) Size of the product 

 

The size of the product determines how large or small the package should be.  

 

(iii) The special needs of the product 

 

The special needs of the product determines the choice of material that should be used to cater 

for those needs; for instance liquid products will need metal, glass or plastic materials to 

protect the product and prevent leakage. Also fragile and delicate products will need 

Styrofoam or wood to protect the product. 

(iv) Elements and principles of design 

 

This may include the use of elements such as dots, lines, colour, etc. Arranging these elements 

on the background of the package to reflect harmony, balance, rhythm, etc. 
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(v) Information hierarchy 

 

Consider what information and how best to depict it through illustration and text, to enhance 

the quality of the package.  

If these are ignored the package quality may be compromised and would not be able to sell the 

product. 
 

Question 2 

(a) There is going to be an Art Week Celebration in your school this year.  

(b) List five graphic design products, which will aid in promoting the event. 
 

Question 2 was answered by most of the candidates and their responses were satisfactory. However, it 

was observed that some candidates listed billboards, signboards, signposts, etc as products which will 

aid in promoting the one week celebration event in their school.   

These are expensive promotional Graphic Design products which a school would hardly consider for 

just a week celebration. 
 

Some expected answers: 

 printing on t’ shirts, handkerchiefs, cups, etc; 

 poster; 

 stickers; 

 banners; 

 buntings; 

 flyers; 

 invitation cards; 

 magazines/ brochures, etc. 

 

(b) The old student’s association of your school has commissioned you to label 100 chairs 

donated to the Visual Art Department. 

(i) As a graphic designer, which of the reproduction processes would be most 

appropriate to execute the work? 

 

Expected answer: 

 Stencil printing 

 
 

(ii) Discuss step by step how to execute the work based on the reproduction process 

stated in (b) (i) above. 

The candidates responses for question 2 (b) were also satisfactory. However, the following 

observations were made: 
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 Some candidates did not list tools and materials for the labelling of the 100 

chairs; 

 A few of the candidates were unable to systematically describe how the labelling 

could be done adopting stenciling method of reproduction-they mixed the steps 

up; 

All candidates who had the above challenges in their responses did not score the full marks 

allotted to question 2. 

 

Some expected answers: 

 

Materials:   Brown paper/cardboard/acetate film, acrylic paint/ oil paint 

Tool:         Knife/blade, a piece of foam, pencil, masking tape/cellotape. 

Process 

 Develop image to required size on paper; 

 Transfer image onto brown paper by drawing it directly on the paper or tracing in 

pencil. 

 Hold the brown paper firm and cut out the image gently along the pencil mark 

(avoid pressing knife too hard). 

 Take cut-out strip of paper (template) off, leaving the open image space or hole 

(stencil). 

 Mix the paint. 

 Place and hold stencil firm onto the back of the backrest of the chair using 

masking tape/cellotape. 

 Dip the foam into paint and dab gently and evenly through the open space 

(stencil). 

 Remove stencil and allow the print to dry. 

 Repeat the same process until all 100 chairs are labelled. 
 

 

Question 3 

(a) State the difference between base line and x-height. Support your answer with illustrations. 

            Question 3 attracted most of the candidates, hence majority of them answered it. Most of the   

            candidates were challenged with the (a) part of the question, hence they: 

 either explain baseline and supported their response with illustration and neglected x-

height or vice versa; 

  interchange the explanation or the illustrations of the two terms; 

 

 

 



611 

 

 

 

Some of the candidates were able to differentiate between baseline and x-height, just that their 

illustrations were poorly done. 

Some expected answers: 

 The baseline is the line upon which all letters both lower and upper case“sit” and below 

which descenders extend. On the other hand, x-height is the distance between the baseline 

and the mean line. Typically, this is the height of the letter “x” in the font (the source of the 

term), as well as the letter v, w. and z. 

 

 

 

 

(b) Describe the following: 

 

  (i) Gothic Lettering; 

  (ii) Block Lettering; 

  (iii) Roman Lettering. 

 

The question 3 (b) was also poorly attempted by some of the candidates. In describing the 

letter forms demanded by the questions, they failed to touch on the history and used aspect of 

the three lettering styles. This prevented them from scoring the full marks allotted for the 

question. 

 

It should be noted that candidates’ performance for question 3 was not encouraging. 

 

Some expected answers: 

 

(i)  Gothic Lettering   

 

This style was developed after the invention of printing. The serifs on the Roman 

letters were removed to form another style called “Sans-serif” which means without 

serif. 

 

It was also called Gothic because it was thick and heavy. It is also referred to as 

“Grotesque” due to its strange, fantastic and laughable nature. 
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Characteristics of Gothic Lettering 

 

 They have no serifs 

 They are constructed 

 They stand erect 

 The strokes have uniform thickness 

 The circular ones take full square 

 They are used for book covers, signboards, posters, billboards etc 

(ii) Block Lettering 

 They are constructed with squares 

 They stand erect 

 The strokes have uniform thickness 

 They have no serifs 

 All letters contained in three horizontal and five vertical boxes except I, M, and W 

 They are used for posters, signboards etc 

 Letter sizes vary according to number of squares used 

 
 

  (iii) Roman Lettering 
   

Roman letters are also known as “Quadrata”. The capitals developed from an 

inscription at the foot of a column built by Emperor Trajan in Rome in AD 114.  

The letters which were carved on stone is the style on which all modern letters are 

based. 
 

Characteristics of the Roman Letters are: 

 they are constructed; 

 they have thin horizontal and generally thick vertical strokes; 

 the thin and thick strokes evolved from pen letter forms; 

 they have serifs; 

 they are used for text in books, display type, posters, etc.  

 

 

Question 4 

(a) Illustrate the following tools used by the Graphic Artist: 

 (i) sable brush; 

 (ii) printing roller; 

 (iii) squeegee. 
 

Question 4 was popular and consequently most of the candidates answered it. The performance was 

very impressive.  
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On the other hand few of the candidates, instead of illustrating sable brush rather drew 

bristle brush and some others drew brush meant for painting walls. Printing roller was also 

drawn like a painting roller and in some weird cases like a ruler. The squeegee was also 

portrayed to look like a dust pan.  

 

It should be emphasized that some candidates lost some marks, since they just drew the tools 

without labelling them.  

  

Some expected answer: 

(i) Sable brush 
 

    
   

 

(ii) Printing roller 

 

Some expected answer: 

    

  

(iii) Squeegee 

Some expected answer 

     

 

(b) State two uses each of the tools listed in (a) above. 

 

The sub-question (b) part was left unanswered by few candidates but those who were prepared 

for the examination took it with ease and scored the full marks allocated to the sub-question. 
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Some expected answers 

 

(i) Sable brush  

 Used for painting (especially with water or poster colour, or any light water 

based paint);  

 For drawing (ordinary or calligraphic lines and details on pictures, etc.). 

 

(ii) Printing roller 

 For spreading ink/paste on block in printing. 

 Rubbing or pressing paper on a printing surface. 

 For actual printing, etc. 

 

(iii) Squeegee 

 It is used to force printing paste through a screen onto a substrate. 

 For cleaning glass surfaces. 

 

Question 5 

(a) Explain the term marketing as used in Graphic Design. 

 

Majority of the candidates tackled question 5 but their performance was unimpressive. They were 

able to explain Marketing as suggested in the expected answer below but failed to meet the demands 

of question 5 (b). 

 

Some expected answers: 

 

 It is a concept whereby goods demanded or in demand are provided using the skills of 

advertising and supplying. 

 Marketing is the activity, set of institutions, and processes for creating, communicating, 

delivering, and exchanging offerings that have value for customers, clients, partners, and 

society at large. 

(b) Discuss any four strategies that can be used for marketing Graphic Design products. 
 

It was observed that candidates had difficulty in meeting the demands of question 5 (b) which was 

expecting candidates to discuss strategies in marketing Graphic Design Products. 

 

Most of the candidates cited posters, television, handbills and billboards as strategies for marketing 

Graphic Design Products. These were elaborated as individual points, even though all are under 

advertisement. All candidates who approached question 5 (b) in this manner lost significant marks, 

since all were marked as a single point.    
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Some expected answers: 

 

 Effective decoration and finishing 

When Graphic Design products are well decorated and finished, it goes a long way to 

encourage impulse buying (ie. buying on the spur of the moment). 

 Attractive packaging and labelling 

 

Labels give accurate information about the product it contains. The more attractive a package 

is the more customers are persuaded to buy. 

 

 Advertising  

 

Advertising is the art of creating awareness of a product with the aim of increasing sales. This 

can be done through the use of posters, handbills, television,internet, etc. 

 Exhibitions, bazaars or fairs; 

 

These involve public display of art pieces. Exhibitions are organized with the motive of 

making the public aware of a newly manufactured products and promoting sales. 

 

 Sales agents,  wholesalers or retailers 

Selling in either larger or smaller quantities. 
 

 Door-to-door selling of products: 

This brings the product to the door of the consumer to facilitate buying. 
 

 

Question 6 

Explain the following Graphic Design terminologies: 

(a) collate; 

(b) casing-in; 

(c) fore-edge; 

(d) perfect binding; 

(e) side stitching. 

 

Question 6 was unpopular to the candidates. Only a few attempted it, however their performance was 

not encouraging. Those who tackled this question could not obtain the full mark allocated to the 

questions, since they missed out vital word(s) in their explanation. For instance with collate the word 

sequence or order was left out in the candidates’ explanation. Fore-edge was also not properly 

explained by some of the candidates.    
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Some expected answers: 

 

(a) Collate 

 

Collate refers to the gathering and arranging of individual sheets or other printed components 

into a pre-determined sequence. Basically, collating creates consistent or correct sequential 

order and logical sets from multiple parts. 

 

(b) Casing-in 

 

It is an operation normally done in multi-section binding. Glue or paste is applied to the end 

sheets of a sewn and trimmed book and inserted into a case or cover. 

   

 (c) Fore-edge 

 

It is the edge of a leaf or a cover board opposite from, and parallel to, its binding edge (i.e 

opposite from its spine edge). Fore edge is also used in more general way to refer to any part 

of a volume opposite from and parallel to its spine. 

 

 (d) Perfect binding 

It is a binding method in which single sheets of papers or single folded sheets are held 

together and fixed to a cover by using adhesive to strengthen the pages at the spine. 

 

With this binding method, the pages and cover are glued together at the spine with strong yet 

flexible thermal glue. The other three sides of the book are then trimmed as needed to give 

them clean “perfect” edges. 

 
 

 (e) Side Stitching 

It is a method of binding books in which single unfolded sheets are arranged and sewn with 

either a thread, wire or any material from the side of the book close to the spine. 

 

It refers to the method of binding receipt book, pay cheques, etc. by forcing a wire or sewing 

with a thread through the side of a signature (printed paper folded into the size of a booklet), 

from the front to the, back, near the spine. 
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JEWELLERY 2 

 
1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of the paper compares with that of the previous years.  The questions were concise  

and understandable.  The questions covered most of the topics in the syllabus. 

Performance was average and comparable to that of previous year. 

 

2.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

(a) Most candidates were able to describe an artist portfolio in question 1 (a) and list the types of 

artist portfolio. 

 

(b) Most candidates were able to give correct description of what an artist portfolio is. 

 

(c) Candidates answered question 2 (b) correctly.  They were able to list the various ways of 

advertising jewellery products. 

3.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

(a) Most candidates could not explain the ways of building an artist portfolio as demanded by 

question 1 (c). 

(b) Candidates could not explain the term polishing as used in Jewellery and also could not describe 

the steps in polishing. 

 

(c) Spelling mistakes were overwhelming and few examples are visit for resist, mordeling, 

modelling, modent for mordant, etc. 

 

(d) Most candidates could not explain the term marketing.  They rather explained it as selling 

strategies (question 2 (a). 

 

(e) Most candidates could not describe how to polish a metal finger ring using the polishing machine 

(question 3 (b). 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

(a) Candidates should note that one of the remedies to their weakness is constant reading of books, 

pamphlets, dailies and technical books pertaining to jewellery. 

(b) Candidates should do well to read technical/jewellery books to improve their skills in spelling and 

terminologies. 

 

(c) Tutors should use audio-visuals to teach candidates on topics they are unable to teach due to 

financial constraints.  For instance, using the polishing machine to polish a metal finger ring. 

5.  DETAILED COMMENTS 

Question 1 

(a) Describe an artist portfolio. 

(b) List four types of artist portfolio. 

(c) Explain four ways of building an artist portfolio. 
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(a) This sub-question was popular and favourable to the candidates.  Majority of them gave 

correct responses. 

Expected answers 

An artist portfolio is a large flat case used especially for carrying pictures, documents, 

drawings, etc.  

Or  

It is a set of pictures or other pieces of work that an artist, photographer ,etc. has done (hard 

and soft copies)  

Or 

 a collection of works needed or required for employment, further education, business 

promotion, as evidence of education qualification, creative abilities, achievements, technical 

proficiency, etc. 

 

(b) Candidates were able to list the answers correctly. 

Expected answers 

 

 Drawings 

 Paintings; 

 Web design; 

 Paintings 

 Animation; 

 Digital media; 

 Photographs, etc. 

 

(c) This sub-question was not popular to the candidates. 

Expected answers 

 

(i) Read the criteria closely 

 

Every school has its own set of requirements for a portfolio.  Take a close look at what 

each school you apply for is looking for; 

 

(ii) Seek advice and opinions on your work from a trusted advisor to broaden your 

perspective and help you see your portfolio in a new light; 

 

(iii) Technical skills are about what allows and artist to communicate the message or 

meaning of an art. 

 

Candidates performed poorly.  They wrote on the processes involved in the construction of a 

portfolio, e.g. look for strawboard, measure and cut the panels, apply glue and paste panels. 
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Question 2 

(a) Explain the term marketing. 

(b) List five ways of advertising jewellery products. 

(c) Explain the following terms: 

 

(i) bazaar; 

(ii) exhibition; 

(iii) packaging; 

(iv) wholesale. 

 

(a) Almost all candidates attempted this question.  However, performance was poor.  They wrote 

on selling strategies. 

 

Expected answers 

Marketing is a set of related activities that direct the flow of goods and services from the 

producer to the consumer in order to accomplish the objectives of the organization 

Or 

Marketing refers to activities undertaken by an individual or company to promote the buying 

and selling of a product or service 

Or 

Marketing pertains to all aspects of business including product developments distribution 

methods, sales and advertising. 

 

(b) Most of the candidates understood the question and gave correct answers   

Expected/required from them as listed below: 

 

 Television; 

 Billboards; 

 Flyers 

 Posters; 

 Internet/telephone, what’s App., twitter, instagram, 

 Handbills. 

(c) The question was favourable or popular to the candidates and was correctly answered. 

 

(i) Bazaar:  A street market where goods are exchanged or sold; 

 

(ii) Exhibition:  a public display of art works or items of interest held in an art gallery or 

museum or at a trade fair and for sale at the end of the exhibition; 

 

(iii) Packaging:  Packaging is the science, art and technology of enclosing a protecting 

products for distribution, storage, sale and use. 

 

(iv) Wholesale:  Selling of goods in large amounts at low prices to shops and businesses 

rather than selling of goods in shops to customers. 
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Question 3  

(a) Explain polishing in jewellery. 

(b) Using the polishing machine, describe how to polish a metal finger ring. 

 

(a) Few candidates attempted this question and it was not favourable at all to the candidates.  

Wrong explanations were provided.  They used the layman’s description for their response.  

For example ‘polishing is the process of making our work smooth’. 

 

Expected answer 

 

Polishing is a surface treatment of jewellery to give it an attractive or brilliant shine. 

 

(b) This sub-question was a studio experience item and was testing the candidates competency in 

polishing using the polishing machine.  Few candidates attempted it and performance was 

poor and discouraging. 

Candidates were expected to list all the tools and materials needed for polishing jewellery, 

idea developing/sketching, processes, decoration, finishing and safe-keeping of the product. 

Expected answer 

Tools: 

Polishing machine, emery cloth, scratch-brush, plastic bowl, tweezers, mop (buffs), 

sawndown mop, etc. 

Materials 

Tripoli, rouge stitch/powder, buff stick, water, pickling solution, already made metal finger 

ring. 

Process 

 Remove all work marks or unwanted marks from the metal with emery cloth and buff 

stick where necessary; 

 

 Wind the calico mop unto the spindle; 

 Load the rotating mop with tripoli; 

 Hold the article firmly against the turning mop, moving it so that all parts are evenly 

polished; 

 After polishing with tripoli, wash the finger ring thoroughly in detergent and water; 

 Brush away grease with a mixture of ammonia and detergent; 

 Fix the mop to the spindle; 

 Switch on the machine and charge the mop with rouge; 

 Touch the mop just below the spindle level to polish; 

 Hold the ring firmly against the turning mop, moving it so that all parts are evenly 

polished; 

 After the final polish with rouge, re-wash the ring thoroughly in detergent, water and 

wipe it clean. 
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Question 4 

(a) List three plants and three minerals used in jewellery production. 

(b) Describe how bone is prepared and used for costume jewellery. 

 

(a) Most of the candidates answered this question and it was favourable to those who attempted 

it.  They provided the expected answers: 

 

Answers expected include the following: 

 

Plant source 

 Bamboo 

 Seeds 

 Wood 

 Cane 

 Coconut shell 

 Cassava pith, etc. 

Mineral source 

 Pebble 

 Gemstones 

 Gold 

 Silver 

 Clay 

 Limestone, etc. 

 

(b) This question was a studio experience question and it was favourable to the candidates.  

However, some candidate’s performance was poor. 

 

Most of the candidates lacked the skills in studio experience questions (application).  

 

 In some of the write-ups, most of them failed to indicate the following: 

Idea development/sketch, preparation, decoration, finishing and safe-keeping of the item. 

 

Below are the processes that the candidates were expected to write: 

 

Tools: Scratch-brush, bowl, cooking utensils, coal pot/burner, handrill, nail/awl/stick, bodkin, 

hacksaw, jeweller’s saw, etc. 

 

Materials:  Water, soap, varnish/lacquer, thinner, paint fasteners, etc. 

 

Process 

 Make preliminary design; 

 Wash and boil bone to remove marrow to become hollow; 

 Rinse and dry bone thoroughly in the sun; 

 Grind/sand the bone; 
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 Draw/transfer design onto bone; 

 Cut bone with hacksaw/jeweller’s saw into desired shape; 

 Rub burr edges of bone beads to become smooth; 

 String beads to form necklace/bracelet, etc. 

 Carve/incise/scorch design on bone beads; 

 Lacquer/paint bone beads. 

Question 5 

(a) Define the term etching. 

(b) Describe how to etch a design on a sheet of copper. 

 

(a) The question was popular to the candidates and they performed creditably. 

 

Expected answer 

 

 It is the process of using corrosive agent to corrode/eat away portions of a metal to 

create a design or decoration; 

 

 Etching is the art of using an acid for instance nitric acid to make a design on a metal. 

 

(b) Candidates weakness include their failure to indicate the following in their write-ups: 

 

 Tools:  Necessary tools needed. 

 Materials:  Needful material for the project work. 

 Preliminary design to alert the jeweller what to produce; 

 Preparation of the material to make it fit and ready for fabrication; 

 Skilful rending of decoration/mentioning of decoration technique; 

 Finishing technique to make the work serviceable and accomplished 

 

Expected answer 

 

Tools:   Jewellers saw, scriber, pencil/pen, polishing machine, bowl, file, emery     

cloth, spray diffuser, etc. 

 

Materials:  Copper sheets, nitric acid, Tripoli, rouge, pickling solution, black           

asphaltum/paraffin, thinner, petrol/turpentine, etc. 

Process: 
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 Make preliminary design on paper using pen or pencil; 

 Cut a sizeable sheet of copper using various grits of emery paper; 

 Transfer design onto the copper sheet using carbon paper and pencil; 

 Melt black asphaltum and coat either the positive or negative portions of the design on 

the sheet/support/copper sheet; 

 Prepare etching solution, immerse support/copper sheet into the solution; 

 Remove support-copper sheet from the etching solution and rinse with water; 

 Burn off asphaltum coating on copper sheet or dissolve asphaltum with thinner or 

petrol; 

 Pickle and rinse in clean water and mop off water; 

 Polish work to high lustre; 

 Finish by lacquering or anodizing; 

 Keep work in a safe package/container. 

On the whole performance in this sub-question was good.  (But candidates who borrowed idea 

elsewhere by talking about the use of cello tape to cover the positive portions of the design 

and then using sharp edge like cutter to cut through the outline of the design, exposing the 

metal for etching was not accepted in jewellery). 

Candidates should stick to the orthodox or traditional method of etching where black 

asphaltum is used to cover the positive portions and then immerse into the acid bath to etch. 

 

Question 6 

A jewellery has been commissioned to produce an engagement ring.  Describe how the following 

steps in the design and technology process can be of guide: 

(i) investigation of the problem; 

(ii) possible solution; 

(iii) sketch modelling; 

(iv) sequence of operation; 

(v) evaluation. 

 

Candidates understood the question, however it was very difficult for them to apply it as to 

how to use them to produce finger ring.  The question therefore was not popular. 

 

Expected answers 

 

(i) Investigation of the problem 

Investigate, research, analyse and be guided by terms of project/discussion with owner 

to determine: 

 

 shape, size, form; 

 any symbol to be used/design; 

 tools/material/techniques/decoration, etc. 
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(ii) Possible solution 

 

 Collect ideas from natural/manmade sources, e.g. shells, fruits, seeds, existing 

rings, make sketches/idea development/preliminary design. 

 Consider and make use of the element and principles of design (scale, variety, 

repetition, proportion) by combing it carefully with the elements of design such 

as shapes, dots, lines, colours, forms of objects in the environment. 

 

(iii) Sketch modelling 

 

Make a model based on final sketch using cheap materials like paper, plasticine, clay, 

etc. 

 

(iv) Sequence of operation 

 

Translating final sketch model into final work by: 

 preparing materials; 

 fabrication/construction/procedure; 

 employing various decorations and finishing technique to work piece 

permanent and accomplished. 

 

(v) Evaluation – testing the ring in order to: 

 

 find out its suitability/functionality; 

 analyze its beauty/durability; 

 find out if there is any way of improving upon it in case there is 

fault/defect/mistakes. 
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LEATHERWORK 2 

1.  GENERAL COMMENT 

The standard of the paper compared favourably with that of the previous years. The questions were 

within the scope of the teaching syllabus. 
 

Most candidates did not answer questions 3 and 4, those who did exhibited poor understanding of the 

demands of the question. Generally the performance of candidates this year was the same as that of 

last year. 
 

2. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

 The Chief Examiner commended candidates for their ability to:  

 explain the Leatherwork terms demanded by question 2; 

 list three leather products under religion, music and entertainment and industry; 

 illustrate and describe how fasteners such as zipper, rivet, buckle and press stud are fixed on 

leather articles; 

 discuss factors to consider when planning to host an exhibition. 

  

3. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

 The Chief examiner identified the following weaknesses in the candidates’ scripts: 

 some candidates were unable to state the significance of tanning hides; 

 a few candidates had a challenged with the term ‘buffing’, they could not explain it as 

demanded by question 2; 

 some candidates could not outline the characteristics and uses of leathers such as Chamois, 

Sole Leather, Reptile skins, Suede and Nappa; 

 only a few candidates tackled question 4 and those who attempted it did not adequately 

answer the question. 
 

 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

 The Chief Examiner suggested that: 

 tutors should adopt the use of audio-visuals (especially when they are unable to carry-out 

practical due to inadequate resources) in teaching topics such as Tanning and the like, this 

will enable candidates to grasp the concepts better; 

 candidates must ensure that they prepare amply for the examination – adopting topic 

mastering at the preparatory stage of pre-examination would not help them prepare fully for 

the examination; 

 candidates must practice how to explain clearly their points with relevant examples and 

illustrations whenever it is necessary; 

 candidates must read each question and ensure that they have understood the demands of the 

questions before they tackle them. 
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5. DETAILED COMMENTS 

Question 1 

(a) List six animals whose hides can be carved. 

 Some Expected Answers: 

  (i) Cattle group: steer, cow, bull, etc. 

  (ii) Equine group:   horse, colt, mule, zebra, carmel, etc. 

  (iii) Buffalo group:  buffalo, boar, etc. 

(iv) Minor group: camel, yak, elephant, hippopotamus, rhinoceros, etc 
 

(b) Explain why the hides of the animals listed in 5 (a) above are suitable for carving. 

Expected Answer: 

The above listed animals have thicker skins which can sink in to create depressions and at the 

same time give raised portions to be moulded to create a 3-dimensional impression on a 2-

dimensional surface. Shapes created are maintained after carving. 

 

(c) State six significance of tanning hides. 

 Some Expected Answers: 

 (i) For dimensional stability (prevent tearing) 

 (ii) Abrasion resistance 

 (iii) Resistance to chemicals 

 (iv) Resistance to heat (Temperature resistance) 

 (v) Ability to flex 

 (vi) Tensile strength 

(vii) Ability to endure repeated wetting and drying (absorb and transmit moisture) 

(viii) Prevents putrefaction, etc. 

 

The demand of question 1 (a) was about animals that hides can be obtained from, hence expectations 

were that candidates would list larger animals like those in the expected answers. However, they 

listed smaller animals such as frogs, goats, dogs, snakes, lizards, etc. These smaller animals have 

skins which lacks certain characteristics which would cause a hide to be carved easily.  Hence such 

responses were not scored. 

 

It should be noted that some candidates deviated in question 1(c), their responses were focused on 

significance of the pre-tanning processes instead of qualities of tanned pelts. A few candidates also 

interchanged question 1(b) responses with question 1 (c). 
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Emphasizes should be made that some other candidates were able to provide responses which were in 

relation to the expected answers, and they scored high marks. 

 

Question 2 

Explain the following terms as used in leatherwork:  

(a) Skiving 

Some Expected Answers 
 

 Is the process used in leather crafting to reduce the thickness of leather, especially in 

areas that are to be bent or folded and which must be pliable without becoming 

weakened. It is usually performed on the "flesh" side of a piece of leather rather than the 

grain side. 
 

 Skiving is also used when two edges of leather are to be joined, so as to keep the 

overlapping area from becoming unnecessarily bulky. The technique is useful for joining 

long strips of leather together to form belts or watchbands. 
 

(b) Marbling 

 

 Expected Answer 

 

This is a decorative technique whereby a piece of leather is crumpled and dyes sprinkled on it to 

create decorative patterns. 

 

(c) Carving 

 

Expected Answer: 

 

This is the process of cutting a design into the cased leather in order that the background 

recedes and the design portion is emphasized by further cutting, tooling and stamping. 

 

(d) Buffing 

 

Expected Answer: 

 

The process where the thin grain of leather is removed by the use of spinning machine 

covered with an abrasive.  It also involves the process of more or less removing the grain 

layer by abrasion.  
 

 

The grain surface is also buffed off in the production of certain clothing and gloving leathers, 

such as ‘Mocha’ and ‘snuffed’ leathers. On the flesh side, buffing lifts the surface fibres and 

grinds them to a uniform length to produce a level ‘nap’ – the normal suede leather. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leather_crafting
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(e) Scorching 

Expected Answer 

 

This technique is applied on leather by first sketching or tracing patterns, motifs, drawings etc. 

on leather then a metal rod or soldering iron/rod is heated and in the hot state used to burn 

along the lines traced onto the leather to leave a permanent burn or scar on the leather as a 

decoration.                                

 

Quite a good number of candidates attempted question 2, and most of them were able to 

provide answers which matched the expected answers.  

 

However, a few of the candidates were unable to explain “Skiving”, “Buffing” , “Marbling” 

and “Carving”.  They took “skiving” to be “skinning” and “carving” was explained  “carving” 

in sculpture. “Buffing” was also explained as “padding” and some explanation for marbling 

was that of “paper marbling” instead. 

 

Question 3 

Outline one characteristic and two uses of the following types of leathers: 

(a) chamois; 

(b) sole leather; 

(c) reptile skins; 

(d) suede; 

(e) nappa. 

 

Expected answer: 

S/n 
Type Of 

Leather 
Characteristics Uses 

(a) Chamois Soft, supple, absorbent, elastic, no 

abrasive property, washable, highly 

porous, dries faster etc. 

Filtering, garments, gloves, 

small bags, polishing, general 

household cleaning, lining, 

orthopedics and other medical 

uses 

(b) Sole leather Heavy, dry, soft, flexible, good 

resistant to oxidation, resistant to 

bending, slip resistant, stiff, thick, 

etc. 

Soles of shoes and boots, 

suspension belt, horse saddle, 

stirrup and baggages, etc. 

(c) Reptile skins Heavily scaled, very horny, coarse, 

velvet-like, rough, fuzzy, colourful, 

etc. 

Fancy goods, exclusive 

goods, shoes uppers, etc. 

(d) Suede Napped, soft, pliable, thin, absorbent, 

easily restored (nap), etc. 

Garments, gloves, shoes, 

upholsters, toys, hats, etc. 

(e) Nappa Soft, smooth, stretchable, adaptable, 

light weight, etc. 

Upholstery, clothing, gloves, 

etc. 
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Question 3 was unpopular and only a few of the candidates answered it. Most of those who did, were 

able to state the characteristics and uses of these leathers; chamois, sole leather and suede. 

Unfortunately reptile skin and nappa posed a challenged to a few of the candidates. They were 

unfamiliar with such leathers therefore were unable to state the characteristics and uses.  

 

The candidates’ performance for question 3 was satisfactory. 

Question 4 

With the aid of illustration(s) describe how three of the following fasteners are fixed to leather articles:  
  

(a) zipper 

(b) rivet 

(c) buckles 

(d) press stud 

 

Some expected answers: 

 

 (a) Zipper 

 

 Cut leather into two halves to be equal to the length of the zip. 

 

 Open the zip and place one half of the leather onto one part of the zip and sew with the 

sewing machine/hand. 

 

 Repeat the same process on the other part of the zip to complete the process. 

 

 Cut off thread ends. 

 

 Close and open the zip to check if it properly fitted. 

 

 
 

 (b) Rivet 

  Some Expected Answers: 

 

 Locate and punch a hole, the correct size for the rivet post. 

 Insert the post through the two thickness of leather to be riveted from the flesh side. 

 Place the rivet and leather pieces on a piece of hard wooden board. 

 Place the cap on the post on the grain side. 



630 

 

 Hit the cap with a mallet until the closure is c 

(c) Buckles 

 

Some Expected Answers 

 

Buckles are fixed on sandals, belts, watch straps etc. They are fixed by using eyelets, rivets or 

by stitching.  

 

 Create a slit hole at the buckle end of the belt, about 4cm to the edge. 

 

                                             
 

 

 Insert the buckle by first allowing the tongue to go through the hole made on the 

belt. 

                     

 Introduce the keeper from the tongue end, until about 2 cm to the buckle. 

 Fold the buckle end of the belt over the keeper. 

 Create holes for revetting and hammer rivets to fix the buckle. 

 Fix the rivets or sew appropriately. 
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(d) Press stud 

 

 Some Expected Answers: 

 

Press-studs are of two pairs, the first pair which is a cap and eyelet and the second is a 

spring and post.  

 Locate, mark and punch a hole for the eyelet.  

 Insert the eyelet in the hole and put the leather on a hard wooden board/anvil.  

 Put the concave part of the cap on top of the eyelet button and strike with mallet 

on snap.  

 Locate, mark and punch the hole for fixing the second part (post) on the next 

leather.  

 Insert the post and put the leather on a hard wooden board or an anvil.  

 Set the spring on the post and strike with hammer over the snap button tool to 

spread the shank of the post to fix it.  

 Fix the two pairs together by pressing them with the hand to close. 

 
 

The demand of the question was such that candidates were expected to use illustrations to describe 

how fasteners like zipper, rivet, buckle and press stud can be fixed on leather articles, just like the 

expected answers above suggest.  
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Although majority of the candidates attempted this question, most of them could not describe the 

processes involved in fixing the afore-mentioned fasteners. They rather resorted to  describing the 

individual fasteners; some others also stated the functions instead. It was also observed that the 

illustrations incorporated were very poor.  

 

Examples of the incorrect responses are as follows: 

 

(a) ZIPPER:  This accessory is normally fixed on bags, shoes, jackets to ensure its  

   fitness. 

 

(b) RIVET: This accessory is placed and fixed on leather article like wall hangings, 

  bags, leather jackets, etc. 

 

(c) BUCKLE: Leatherette items can be stored in it to protect it from getting lost. 

 

(d)  PRESS STUD: It is used to lock the two edges on the leatherette. 

 

On the whole, the candidates’ performance in question 4 was not encouraging since majority of them 

failed to meet the demand of the question.  

 

Question 5 

(a) List three leather products each under the following classifications: 

(i) Religious/Magical 

Some Expected Answers: 

Drums, skins, talismans, amulets, whisks, beads, scepters, pendants, etc. 
 

(ii) Music and entertainment 

Some Expected Answers: 

Accordions, fifes, lutes, drums, organs, symbol straps, etc. 

 

(iii) Industrial 

Some Expected Answers 

Bellows, aprons, belts, boots, pulleys, gloves, helmets, conveyer belts, etc. 

 

(b) Indicate one type of leather used in the production of each item listed under (a) (i) above. 
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 Some Expected Answers: 

i) Drums:   Antelopes, goat skins, sheep skins (raw-hide) 

ii) Parchments/Skins: Goat, tiger, lion, leopard skins 

iii) Talismans:  Goat, sheep, tiger, lion, bush cat skins 

iv) Amulets:  Goat, sheep, tiger, lion, bush cat skins 

v) Whisk:   Horse, cow, donkey tails 

vi) Beads:   Antelopes, goat, leopard, etc 

vii) Pendants:  Antelopes, goat, leopard, etc 

 

(c) State one use of each of the leather products in 5 (a) (i). 

 

 Some Expected Answers 

 

  (i) Drums  

In the temples and shrines of worship, praises to the Most High God, deities and other 

spirits are accompanied by soothing melodies and tunes from drums, a product of 

leatherwork. Souls are touched as a result of the tunes from varieties of drums with 

different leather coverings. 

 

  (ii) Parchments/Skins 

In the Islamic religion, prayers to Allah for goodwill and favour are offered on 

stretched parchments of skins. Also used for the enstoolment of chiefs, and for 

decoration of palaces. 

 

  (iii) Talismans/ Amulets 

Talismans and amulets are used for magic spiritual purposes. The impossible is made 

possible as a result of these leather products. Benevolent (good) spirits are attracted 

while malevolent (bad) spirits are resisted by the wearer. 

 

  vi) Whisk 

In the traditional African religion, the priest consults the ancestors through the waving 

of the flying whisk (ie the tail of the ox, horse, cow, etc) which is a leather product.  It 

is believed among some African societies that the power of a deity usually dwells in 

the whisk he holds. It serves as a house for the spirits of deities who are called for help 

and assistance. 
 

In some traditions, the animal tail is used as a symbol of authority and honour. 

 

(v) Sceptres 

Sceptres which are symbols of imperial authority sometimes used in the performance 

of magical arts and are sometimes produced from leather. 
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Question 5 was attempted by most of the candidates. The performance was satisfactory. Majority of 

the candidates were able to list the three leather products under the classifications similarly to those 

indicated as the expected answers for question 5 (a). 

 

Question 5 (b) posed a challenge to some of the candidates instead of stating the animals used in the                   

production of the items, they rather stated chamois, morocco, nappa, etc. 

A few of the candidates did not realized that question 5 (c) was dependent on question 5 (a) (i).  

Therefore  their responses did not meet the demands of the questions, they did not score the full 

marks allocated to the question. 

 

Question 6 

(a) Explain exhibition as used in leatherwork. 
 

Some Expected Answers: 

 
 

- Exhibition is the public display of art works such as leather items, and other art works, in 

order to attract viewers and buyers. An effective exhibition should be well planned and 

organized. It is also noteworthy that only excellent works that merit appreciation and shows 

artists’ exceptional skills should be exhibited. 

 

- Exhibitions include an array of art works from countless forms of human making: leather 

items, paintings, drawings, sculpture, etc. Art exhibitions may focus on one artist, one group, 

one genre, one theme or one collection; or may be organized by curators, selected by juries, or 

show any artwork submitted. 

 

(b)  As a leather worker discuss four factors to consider when planning to exhibit works you 

have produced for the past two years. 

Some Expected Answers: 

 (i) Type of exhibition  

The artist or organizers of the exhibition should seriously consider the type of 

exhibition that he/she wants to mount; whether a bazaar, exposition, educational fair, 

trade exhibition, etc. 

 

(ii) What to exhibit 

The leather worker should deeply consider the kinds of exhibit to mount (ie bags for 

men or ladies, shoes of all kinds, folders, wallets, belts, etc). Before producing the 

leather products, the leather worker should consider the theme of the exhibition, the 

background of the potential viewers such as their age group, sex, levels of education 

and even their income levels. This would aid in deciding the kind of art pieces to 

exhibit. 
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(iii) Venue for the exhibit 

The place or venue (whether classroom, church auditorium, community centre) for the 

exhibition should be carefully considered. Its location should be at the heart or centre 

of his most expected guests or the target group. The venue must be easy to locate. The 

premises should be spacious, clean, well ventilated and well lit. 

 

(iv) Cost involved 

The cost to be incurred for the organization of the entire exhibition should be carefully 

rolled out. The cost of publicity, side attractions/ programmes, preparing of the venue 

etc. must be well planned. 

  

(v) Publicity 

This refers to the means by which the organisers want to broadcast or make known the 

exhibition to the general public. The best and most effective means of publicity should 

be adopted and implemented. Should it be done through posters, banners, flyers, 

signposts, open air announcement, brochures or the internet? The organizers should 

think about it critically. 

  

(vi) Expected number of guests/visitors 

 

The number of people to be expected at the exhibition grounds should be well thought 

of. This would help the organizers to plan the exhibition well. It would enable them to 

choose the right venue in terms of size, the number of seating etc. for the exhibition. 

(vii) Duration/Time 

 

The length of time for the exhibition should be planned well. Will the exhibition last 

for a day, days, etc? The time for the start of the programme and the time it would end 

should be thought of carefully and communicated with the expected guests prior to the 

programme. 

This question was the most tackled by candidates and the scores were splendid. Majority were 

able to explain the term “Exhibition” and discussed the factors to consider when planning to 

exhibit leather works, citing examples in some cases just as it can be observed from the 

expected answers suggested above. 

 

                        The following observations were made from the responses of a few candidates’: 

they explained “exhibition” without linking it up to leatherwork as demanded by the                 

question; stated the factors to consider when planning an exhibition without explaining them;  

wrote on factors to consider in setting up a leather enterprise instead of the factors to  

consider when planning an exhibition. 
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MANAGEMENT IN LIVING 2 

 

1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The questions were within the scope of the syllabus.  Questions were clear and straight forward.  

Performance of candidates was better than that of last year. 

 

2.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

 

(a) Majority of the candidates adhered to the rubrics.  They answered the required number of 

questions. 

(b) Candidates expressed themselves clearly with relevant points and gave explanations.  This should 

be encouraged. 

(c) Most candidates were able to explain the concept management in question 1 (a). 

(d) Types of goals in question 1 (d) was well stated by most candidates. 

(e) Question 2 (b) was well answered by most candidates. 

(f) The question on housing was well answered by most candidates. 

(g) Most candidates answered question 6 and performance was good.  Differences in dating and 

courtship was well stated and factors that may cause marriage break-up were well explained. 

3.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

(a) Most questions that demanded explanations were not explained, some candidates just listed the 

points so they lost marks for explanations. 

(b) Poor spelling was a problem in some cases.  For example group as grop, pests as perts, cristories 

as clitoris, feelings as felling, dumping as damping, etc. 

(c) Wrong numbering of questions. 

(d) Some candidates wrote two questions on one page, others split one question far apart, e.g. 

question 1 on page 1 and 2, while question 1 (d) on page 10, etc. 

(e) Some candidates could not use the appropriate vocabulary to express themselves. 

(f) Most candidates could not state the characteristics of management and the factors that affect 

management in question 1 (b) and (c). 

(g) Some candidates could not explain sanitation as demanded in question 3 (a) and explain practices 

that contribute to poor sanitation. 

(h) Most candidates could not explain investment and explain the common characteristics of 

investment in question 4 (a) and (b). 
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4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

(a) Candidates should be encouraged to read widely to improve their vocabulary. 

(b) Teachers should write relevant words on the marker board and pronounce them correctly so that 

candidates can benefit. 

(c) Candidates should be encouraged to read instructions on the question paper carefully before 

answering them. 

(d) Teachers should take pains to teach students how to answer questions. 

(e) Teachers should be encouraged to make good use of the Chief Examiners Reports. 

(f) Teaching of the subject should be made more practical instead of reading the textbooks in class. 

5.  DETAILED COMMENTS 

 Question 1 

(a) Explain the concept management. 

(b) State five characteristics of management situations. 

(c) Explain five factors that affect management. 

(d) Explain the four types of goals. 

 

(a) This was a popular question.  Most of them did score good marks in this part.  Candidates 

were expected to write answers like: “Management is making wise use of available resources 

to achieve goals or meet needs and wants of the family’. 

 

(b) This part of the question was not well answered.  

 

 Candidates’ presentations of answers were inappropriate.  For example, must have an idea of 

what is needed’, judges what is available for use’. 

 

Candidates were expected to write answers like: 

Someone or more than one person has an idea of what is needed.  Someone judges what is 

available for use. 

 

(c) This part of the question was well answered.  However, some candidates’ stated the factors 

without explanation, therefore scoring low marks.  They were expected to give explanation to 

the stated points, e.g. 

 

Age of a person:  Age influence the level of maturity and experience of a person.  An adult is 

more experienced and likely to manage better than an adolescent. 

 

Some wrong answers given by some candidates were:  age of an adolescent is different form 

an adult. 
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(d) Majority of the candidates answered this part very well.  They wrote answers like: 

 

Long term goals:  These are goals that take relatively long period of time to be achieved.  

However, some stated and could not explain them correctly. 

 

Question 2 

(a) Explain female genital mutilation (FGM). 

(b) Explain four reasons why some cultures practice female genital mutilation (FGM). 

(c) (i) state five health problems associated with female genital mutilation; 

(ii) suggest five measures to stop the practice of female genital mutilation. 

 

(a) Generally, this question was well answered.  They wrote answers like: 

 

The removal or cutting away of the external genitalia, clitoris and other parts of the female 

genital organ. 

 

(b) Many of the candidates got some of the answers correctly stated.   

Correct answers expected were: 

 

- To promote cultural identity; 

- It is an entrenched cultural practice which is difficult to stop; 

- To perpetuate male chauvinism; 

- It increases the chances of getting married. 

 

- To suppress the sexual urge of girls and women so that they will not be promiscuous. 

 

Some of the candidates however wrote wrong answers like: 

- To get them educated; 

 

- To prevent children from sexual intercourse, etc. 

 

 

(c) Most candidates scored low marks as a result of not writing clear sentence, e.g. 

 

- It makes the girls less their feelings, death and infertility. 

      They were expected to write answers like: 

- Female Genital Mutilation results in excessive bleeding which may lead to death; 

 

- May cause pains during sexual intercourse, etc. 

(ii) This part was well answered by most candidates.  Correct answers include: 

-  People who practice (FGM) should be punished; 

- Communities should be well educated on the dangers involved in FGM. 

- Government should ensure the enforcement of law against FGM. 
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Question 3  

(a) Explain sanitation. 

(b) State five health principles to be observed to ensure sanitation. 

(c) Explain five practices that contribute to poor sanitation. 

(d) Explain four ways of protecting the housing environment to ensure good health. 

 

(a) This sub-question was poorly answered.  Most candidates were not able to explain the 

sanitation correctly. 

 

Some of the wrong answers candidates wrote were: 

 

‘Sanitation is the process by which one keeps his or her surroundings clean’. 

 

Candidates were expected to explain sanitation as the practical application of measures to 

protect, preserve and improve health. 

 

(b) Majority of the candidates could not state the correct principles.  These were some of the 

wrong answers given by candidates. 

- sleeping under treated mosquito net; 

- avoid destroying the land; 

- taking bath at least twice a day.   

Candidates were expected to provide answers as: 

- the supply of good water; 

- the proper handling of food; 

- proper disposal of waste; 

- keeping the general environment clean; 

- living in well ventilated room; 

- keeping away household pest. 

 

(c) This sub-question was fairly answered.  Some candidates, however wrote correct answers 

without explanation, for example, indiscriminate disposal of waste, poor enforcement of 

sanitation laws, attitude of people who lack the understanding of the relationship between 

health and sanitation. 

 

(d) Most candidates deviated on this part of the question.  The answers candidates wrote were as 

if they were focusing on personal hygiene and kitchen safety.   

 

For example the answers given by some candidates were: 

- By washing dirty clothes; 

- By cleaning the utensils and cookers after cooking. 

Candidates were expected to write answers like: 

- Communities should be well planned and laid out to avoid overcrowding of structures; 

- All houses should be provided with toilet facilities, etc. 
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Question 4 

(a) Explain investment 

(b) (i) explain four common characteristics of investment; 

(ii) list four common forms of investment; 

(c) (i) state five reasons for investment; 

(ii) explain the following terms: 

(a) Insurance; 

(b) Premium; 

(c) Policy. 

 

(a) This question was unpopular.  Those who attempted it did not perform well. They gave 

answers like: 

 

- ‘Investment is a process by which one invest money so that it will promote’. 

- Investment is spending money on something that is going to be beneficial in future.  

Candidates were expected to explain investment as ‘investment is putting money into 

some ventures in order to make profit. 

 

Or 

 

It is a form of accumulating funds in which one’s money stands a chance of increasing 

substantially in value. 

 

(b) (i)   Many of the candidates skipped this part of the question.  

 

 Those who attempted gave wrong answers like: 

 

- it may be useful; 

 

- it may be expensive, etc. these answers clearly indicated that they did not  

   understand what characteristics are or what an investment is. 

 

Candidates were expected to write: 

 

- all investment need a capital sum in order to start, e.g. purchasing of bond,     

   shares, stock, etc.; 

 

- All investment yield interest/dividends and profits; 

 

- All investment have some level of risk, the higher the profit the higher the risk. 

     (ii) Candidates gave answers like: 

   - work investment, bank investment, school investment, family   

                investment, etc. 
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   Candidates were expected to list answers as: 

   - buying of property such as building, farm, etc. 

   - physical assets like vehicles, equipment, etc. 

   - setting up a farm/business, etc. 

(c) This part of the question was not well answered.  Most of them skipped it.  Those who 

attempted it gave wrong answers like: 

 

Insurance is the process by which it cover a lot in an end living’. 

 

Expected answers are: 

o Insurance is a protection against financial difficulty resulting from loss, damage, 

sickness or death; 

 

o Premium is the payment made at regular times periodically to an insurance 

company; 

o Policy is a contract with an insurance company. 

Question 5 

(a) (i) identify one type of house design. 

(ii) explain renting as a way of acquiring a house. 

(b) State: 

(i) five advantages of renting a house; 

(ii) five disadvantages of renting a house. 

(c) Explain: 

(i) three effects of good housing on the lives of people; 

(ii) three effects of poor housing on the lives of people. 

 

(a) This was a very popular question, almost every candidate attempted it, and was well 

answered.  They identified and went ahead to explain which was not required, and it should be 

discouraged because it wasted their precious time.  A few of them could not give the correct 

explanations of renting a house. 

 

They gave wrong explanation of renting a house as ‘renting a house is a process of affording a 

built house which is rented already.   

 

The expected explanation is as follows: 

 

Renting a house is paying money to live in a house or an apartment that is owned by someone 

else’. 

 

(b) (i) This part was handled with ease as majority of the candidates scored above average.  
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However, a few of them gave wrong answers as: 

 

- the size of the family; 

- to gain peace; 

- to take good decision without disturbance, etc. 

The correct answers expected was: 

- it is cheaper; 

- the tenant pays a fixed amount and can budget for it, etc. 

(ii) Most candidates got this part correct.  However, a few of them gave wrong answers as: 

- to save money; 

- to promote tolerance, etc. 

The correct answers expected include: 

- the landlord or landlady may ask the tenant to quit at anytime or may eject the tenant at 

any time. 

- the house may not meet all the needs of the family; 

- the money spent on paying rent goes to the owner of the house, etc. 

 

(c) (i)  This part of the question was well answered by majority of the candidates.   

They gave answers like:- good housing provides protection to members of the 

 community because it has essential amenities; 

      - it creates the necessary mental and social environment. 

(ii) Candidates were expected to provide answers as: 

 - inadequate housing affects people’s health because it lacks basic   

              amenities; 

 - poor housing affects the economic growth and standard of living   

              which leads to poor quality of life, etc. 

  

Question 6 

(a) Differentiate between dating and courtship. 

(b) (i) list the three forms of dating; 

(ii) explain two limitations of dating. 

(c) Explain three importance of pre-marital counselling. 

(d) Explain four factors that may cause marriage break-up. 

 

(a) The performance on this question was good. 

 

They wrote answers like: 

 

Dating is the arrangement made by a boy or a girl to go out with a member of the opposite sex 

for fun and which may lead to mate selection while courtship is a period during which a 

couple is involved in romantic relationship which will lead to marriage. 
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But a few of the candidates were unable to explain the difference correctly.   

 

Some of the wrong answers given by candidates include: 

 

Dating is an act of which two or more people want to build their relation while courtship is 

when the couples have studied each other well. 

 

(b) (i)   Majority of the candidates did perform well on this part. 

      They gave answers like: 

      - group dating; 

      - steady dating; 

      -     random dating. 

 

(ii)   This part of the question was poorly answered.  Some candidates skipped it. 

         They were expected to give the limitation of dating.  

 

        Points were not clearly stated, for example: 

 

        - Avoiding sitting in a close place; 

        - avoiding kissing; 

        - it does not involve romantic act, etc. 

 

     They were expected to provide answers as: 

 

 -           it may lead to intimacy not necessarily commitment; 

 - it may skip friendship which is the foundation for stable    

             relationship in marriage; 

 - it focuses on enjoying love and romance, etc. 

 

(c) This sub-question was fairly answered by most candidates.  

 

 Some wrong answers provided were: 

 

- serve as a guiding principles in marital home; 

- promotes self respect; 

- improve education, etc. 

The candidates were expected to write answers like: 

- pre-marital counselling programme helps couples learn to be realistic about marriage; 

 

- pre-marital counselling makes couple get to know that marriage takes tremendous 

investment of time, effort and energy as such must work hard at their relationship 

throughout their life together. 

 

(d) Majority of the candidates stated and explained the factors correctly.  Some stated without 

explanation.  Others also stated and did not explain them correctly.  
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 For instance: 

 

- maltreatment; 

- disagreement in the family; 

- prostitution in marriage; 

- disagreement in sex, etc. 

They were expected to give answers like: 

- unfaithfulness; 

- poor communication; 

- infertility, etc. 
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MANAGEMENT IN LIVING 3 

 
1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of the paper was within the practical scope of the syllabus. The questions were clear 

with no ambiguities. 

There was improvement in candidate’s performance over the previous year. 

 

2.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

(a) Most candidates presented their work in a neat and orderly manner. 

(b) Candidate were aable to state the effects of poor environmental hyqiene.  

(c) Most candidates answered question 4 (a) and (c) correctly.  It required candidates to state factors 

to consider when buying labour saving devices and its care.  

(d) Most of the candidates were able to answer five (5) questions as instructed. 

(e) There was improvement in some candidates’ handwriting and sentence construction. 

3.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

(a) Most of the candidates were unable to answer some questions well.  They could not give reasons 

why non-money income is important and state ways an adolescent can help increase the family 

income as demanded in question 1. 

 

(b) Most of them spelt words wrongly, for example avialable for available, mob for mop,  scrab for 

scrub, damp for dump rug for rag, etc. 

 

(c) Question 2 was poorly answered by most candidates.  They could not state the ways of disposing 

solid waste in the home.  Incomplete statements were given.  For example ‘dig a hole, put waste 

in dustbin’.  Instead of ‘put waste in bin with a lid’. 

 

(d) Most candidates could not give correct answers for question 3.  They could not distinguish 

between food storage and preservation. 

 

(e) Candidates were unable to differentiate between floors and floor coverings in question 5 (a).  

Steps to special clean concrete floor was written poorly. 

 

(f) Causes of child abuse was not well answered by most candidates, question 6 (b).  They could not 

outline the challenges that abused and neglected child is likely to face as they go through life. 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

(a) The students should be encouraged to read extensively on the topics to acquaint themselves with 

the technical words. 

 

(b) Engaging them on word drills would be very helpful. 

 

(c) Candidates should be taught how to relate theory to practical life experiences. 

 

 



646 

 

 

 

(d) Teachers should have regular dictation exercises before starting the normal lessons for the day on 

every topic they teach. 

 

(e) Candidates should be taught how to answer questions in examination. 

 

5.  DETAILED COMMENTS 

 Question 1 

(a) State two reasons why non-money income is important in meeting family needs. 

(b) In what three ways can an adolescent help to increase the family’s income. 

 

(a) This question was not answered by the majority of the candidates.  The few who attempted it 

seemed not to understand the question and as such gave wrong answers. 

 

Expected answers: 

 

(i) It helps to stretch money income; 

(ii)   It reduces family expenditure; 

(iii)  Money saved through household production can be used to meet other needs; 

(iv)   It helps to use community resources without paying directly for them; 

(v)   Fringe benefits help us to stretch our money income; 

(vi)   Psychic income helps families get satisfaction for achieving their goal; 

(vii) It helps raise the family’s standard of living/families are able to save more                                  

money for personal development. 

 

(b) This was not different from (a) above.  Candidates put themselves in the position of paid 

workers and gave answers like when they receive their salaries, they will contribute to meet 

the family needs. 

 

Expected answers: 

 

(i) helping to do household chores; 

(ii) Taking care of younger siblings; 

(iii) By running errands for parents; 

(iv) Using resources in the home wisely e.g. soap; 

(v) Getting holiday jobs to be able to buy what they need; 

(vi) Being modest in their demands for things;  

(vii) Saving some of their pocket money to buy things for themselves/by not depending on 

the family for everything; 
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(viii) Using waste materials in the home to make new things to bring comfort, beauty and 

convenience in the home. 

Question 2 

(a) State five ways of disposing solid waste in the home. 

(b) State three effects of poor environmental hygiene. 

 

(a) Candidates gave incomplete answers e.g. ‘put rubbish in dustbin’.  They did not add “with a 

tight fitting lid. 

 

Expected answers: 

(i) Solid waste should be disposed off in refuse or garbage bins with tight fitting lids. 

(ii) Broken bottles, cans and incombustible waste can be buried. 

(iii) Waste papers, fabrics and dry leaves can be burned. 

(iv) Sanitary towels must be neatly wrapped before they are disposed off in refuse bins or 

burnt; 

(v) Human waste must be disposed through the use of pit latrines, KVIP or through the 

water closet system. 

(vi) Peels of fruit and vegetables can be used for feeding animals; 

(vii) Refuse which can rot or decay could be used to make compost; 

(viii) They can be carried to public dumping site/a secure land fill site; 

(ix) Animals can be fed with edible waste; 

(x) Plastic and metal waste can be sold to be recycled. 

Candidates gave answers such as “throwing refuse in gutters, river bodies, bushes and rain 

water when it is raining”.  This was quite surprising.  However, some candidates gave correct 

answers except recycling which s not done at home. 

 

(b) Majority of the candidates were able to give correct answers; 

Correct answers include: 

(i) Most diseases spread as a result of poor environment hygiene. Examples malaria, 

cholera, diarrhoea, dysentery and typhoid. 

(ii) In areas with poor environmental hygiene, people spend a lot of money on 

insecticides, pesticides and medical care. 

(iii) Poor health which results in low productivity, poverty and lack of development. 

(iv) Surroundings become unsightly, thus spoiling the beauty of the environment. 

(v) Backyards, streets, market and gutter littered with all kinds of refuse including human 

waste makes the environment smell. 
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Question 3  

(a) Explain two importance of storage in the home. 

(b) State four guidelines for achieving the principles of storage in the home. 

 

(a) This question was not well answered by the majority of candidates, giving an indication that 

they do not understand the difference between storage and preservation.  They gave answers 

on storing foodstuffs in the freezer to prevent spoilage.  

 

Expected answers include: 

(i)       It helps to keep track of things. This makes it easy to have ready access to them. 

(ii)       It prevents clutter or disorganized home environment. This keeps thing or      

 objects  out of the way when they are not in use. 

 

(iii)     It saves time and energy since all the supplies and equipment needed for a     

      task are stored at the place of use. 

 

(iv)      It promotes efficiency in work as it helps the home maker to concentrate on 

     the work. 

 

(v)      It helps people to manage their possessions and their life more easily. 

(vi)      It makes working in the home more comfortable/interesting; 

(vii) Proper storage in the home can prevent accidents; 

(viii) It keeps items from spoiling e.g. food and clothing. 

(b) Candidates responses to this question was average, however, some quoted the principles of 

storage instead of the guidelines. 

Answers expected include: 

(i) Group similar items together in the same area. 

(ii) Keep items within reach for easy accessibility. 

(iii) Keep items visible by using clear containers, wire mesh open shelves and labelling 

them. 

(iv) Compartmentalize space/divide space into closets or drawers. 

(v) Provide sufficient clearance at the top and sides for grasping and replacing items. 

(vi) Sort out items according to where they are used and the frequency of use. 

(vii) Stack together items that have the same dimension. 

(viii) Place heavy items that are frequently used within normal reach. 

(ix) Store items of different kinds and sizes separately. 

(x) Label items for easy identification. 
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Question 4 

(a) State four important factors to consider when buying labour-saving devices. 

(b) State two ways of caring for labour-saving devices. 

(c) State two importance of using curtains in a room. 

 

(a) Most candidates answered the question correctly because it is a familiar one. 

 

Expected answers include: 

(i) Durability/life span/quality; 

(ii) Available storage space/size of equipment; 

(iii) Ease to use and clean; 

(iv) Efficiency or usefulness or purposefulness; 

(v) Running or operational cost; 

(vi) Guarantee or warranty; 

(vii) Versatile or multifunctional or possibility of being used for other chores; 

(viii) Availability of spare parts and effective repair or service facilities; 

(ix) Easy assembling and re-assembling of parts when cleaning; 

(x) Family income/money available/cost of equipment; 

(xi) Brand/ make; 

(xii) Needs of the family; 

(xiii) Cost of the equipment; 

(xiv) Family size and type; 

(xv) Care required for the maintenance; 

(xvi) Availability of repair or service facilities. 

 

(b) Candidates did not do well in this particular sub-question. 

 

Expected answers include: 

(i) Wash equipment or machine inside and outside thoroughly after use; 

(ii) Store at appropriate place; 

(iii) Follow manufacturers’ instructions or guide/users manual for use of the 

 machine; 

 

(iv) Do not overwork the appliance; 

(v) The electrical parts should not be immersed in water; 

(vi) They should be serviced regularly; 

(vii) Must be used for the intended purpose. 
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(c) Candidates gave varied answers including: 

(i) To decorate/beautify the room; 

 (ii) To shade the room from excessive light or glare and wind; 

 (iii) Provide privacy for families; 

 (iv) They establish the character and mood of a room; 

 (v) They can be used to cover special areas or items such as books stored in an 

open book rack or shoes in a shoe rack or crack on a wall; 

(ix)       It serves as an air filter trapping dust and airborne contaminants; 

(x)       They can control and manage indoor temperature; 

(xi)       Curtains brighten up the ambiance/feeling of coolness or excitement; 

(xii) They give a comfortable and intimate feel. 

 

Question 5 

(a) Differentiate between floors and floor coverings. 

(b) Describe how to special clean a plain concrete floor. 

(a) This question was poorly answered even though it was a familiar one. 

 Floor is the lower surface in a room on which the wall, human beings and furniture

 stand. 

   

While 
Floor covering is a material which is placed on top of the structural flooring/floor      

to protect or decorate it.  

 

(b)    The (b) part was answered based on their home experiences but not what is thought in

 class. 

Expected answers are: 

(i)  Sweep surface with broom or brush; 

(ii)  Scrub with warm soapy water and scrubbing brush taking a small portion at a time.  

(iii) Wipe off dirty water and rinse with clean water; 

(iv)  Mop thoroughly/use a clean rag to dry the floor. 

 

Question 6 

(a) Explain the term child neglect. 

(b) State two causes of child abuse. 

(c) Outline four challenges in abused and neglected child is likely to go through in life. 
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Most candidates attempted the question but was partially explained. 

(a) Explanation of child neglect 

 

Child neglect is the practice of failing to provide for a child’s basic needs to the extent that the 

child’s physical or psychological wellbeing is endangered. 

           

(b) It was not well answered by most candidates. 

 

Expected answers include: 

 

  Child abuse may be caused by: 

 

(i) stress on the part of parents, caregivers or family members who  may be unemployed; 

 

(ii) lack of parenting information or ignorance; 

(iii) emotional state of parent or caregivers; 

(iv) abnormal family structure, e.g. single parenting; 

(v) unwanted/unplanned/disliked children; 

(vi) cultural/traditional practices that allow parents/adults to control their children the way 

they like; 

 

(vii) poverty/economic stress; 

(viii) parent’s childhood experiences; 

(ix) substance use or abuse disorder of parents; 

(x) physical or mental health conditions of parents and caregivers; 

(xi) poor parent-child relationship; 

(xii) parental lack of understanding about child development; 

(xiii) irresponsible parenting. 

  

(c)  This sub-question was not familiar to most of the candidates. 

  

Expected answers include: 

 

(i) The child may drop out of school. 

(ii) Mental growth may be impaired. 

(iii) Permanent physical and mental disability may occur. 

(iv) Children may become wayward. 

(v) Physical growth may be stunted. 

(vi) Children may become very hardened; 

(vii) They may develop vulgar language; 

(viii) They may be highly unpredictable in behaviour; 

(ix) They may become irresponsible adults because of lack of love and care; 

(x) It can lead to depression of the child; 

(xi) Child can become timid; 

(xii) Child may have low self-esteem; 

(xiii) Teenage girls may become pregnant; 

(xiv) Child may have pre-marital sex; 

(xv) May contract sexually transmitted diseases. 
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PICTURE MAKING 2 

 

1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of the paper compared favourably with those of the previous years.  The questions were 

within the scope of the syllabus.  The questions were evenly distributed between those which tested 

candidates’ knowledge and those which demanded application and illustrations. 

The general performance of candidates’ this year was average. 

 

2.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

 The Chief Examiner commended candidates for their abilities to: 

 write on the life, work and contributions of Ablade Glover and Ato Delaquis; 

 explain the role of the principles of design in picture making; 

 explain body art correctly; 

 describe benefits of illustrations to the society; 

 exhibit good illustrations, to depict the principles of design required in question two. 

 

1. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

 

 The Chief Examiner identified the following weaknesses in the candidates’ scripts: 

 few candidates interchanged information on Ablade Glover with that of Ato Delaquis; 

 most of the candidates could not describe the principles of design as expected of them; 

 most of the candidates could not state the similarities  and differences between mosaic and 

montage; 

 most of the candidates were not able to explain scarification and cicatrisation as used in body 

art; 

 most of the candidates could not demonstrate understanding of the photographic screen 

production using the solar method; 

 Poor presentation of responses was identified in question 5 (b).  In some cases they could not 

follow the orderly presentation of the processes involved in making a screen using solar 

energy. 
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4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

 

(a) To remedy the weakness of candidates.’ Teachers should teach the differences between montage, 

mosaic, marquetry, collage, etc.  they should allow candidates’ to practise how the solar screen 

printing is done. 

 

(b) Tutors should encourage their students to read books to improve their vocabulary. 

 

(c) Teachers should teach their students how to present their answers in an orderly manner and 

refrain from mixing up the processes involved in answering practical base qeustions. 

 

5. DETAILED COMMENTS 

Question 1 

Write on either Ablade Glover or Ato Delaquis under the following: 

(a) Birth, life and education. 

(b) Works, style, technique and media; 

(c) Contributions. 

 

This was one of the most popular questions.  Majority of the candidates’ attempted this question 

and scored high marks. 

 

However, a few of the candidates’ were confused.  The information about Ablade Glover was 

given to Ato Delaquis and that of Ato Delaquis was given to Abade in most cases.  Some of the 

candidates’ did not know the date of birth of the two picture makers. 

 

Indeed the general performance of candidates’ in this question was good. 

  

           Question 2 

(a) Explain the role of the principles of design in picture making. 

(b) Identify three principles of design. 

(c) Describe and illustrate the three principles identified in 2 (b). 

 

This was one of the popular questions candidates’ attempted.   

 

(a) Most candidates’ were able to explain the role of the principles of design.  Except a few who 

said ‘the principles help in making pictures’ which is not the expected answer. 

Expected answer 

Principles are guidelines that govern the use of the elements to produce a picture/design. 

(b) Majority of the candidates identified the three principles except a few who wrote the elements 

of design, giving examples like:  line, shape, colour, etc. 

Expected answer 

Unity, harmony, rhythm, balance, contrast, opposition, etc. 
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(c) Though the candidates who answered question 1 (c) identified the principle, most of them 

could not describe and only did the illustrations.  Candidates’ should take note that the 

description aspect is very important and this should be supported with the illustrations. 

 

Most illustrations presented were good but others were not having any bearing on the 

principles chosen. On the whole, the candidates performance in this question was average. 

 

Expected answers: 

 

(i) Variety:  This is achieved by using different elements such as lines, shapes, colours, 

etc. to secure interest and avoid monotony in a picture. 

 

(ii) Harmony:  When all the elements combine and connect to one another to form an 

order whole, to arrive at a goal of design. 

 

(iii) Unity:  This is achieved when all the elements are brought together to make a 

complete whole. 

 

(iv) Balance:  Balance is the arrangement of elements based on an optical centre for the 

corresponding parts to appear equal or seemingly equal in weight. 

 

(v) Rhythm:  The systematic repetition in regular intervals of the elements to give a sense 

of movement, etc. 

Question 3  

(a) Explain the montage technique in picture making. 

(b) (i) state three differences each between montage and mosaic. 

(ii) state three similarities for montage and mosaic.  

(c) Identify three challenges associated with creating montage work. 

Though, question 3 was one of the popular questions most of the candidates’ performance was 

abysmal, particularly in the (b) and (c) aspect of the question.  Few candidates explained montage 

as ‘picture made from images’.   

Expected answers: 

(a) Montage is a composition formed from pictures or portions of picture previously 

photographed, drawn or painted and pasted on support to create a picture. 

 

(b) i.    Difference between montages and mosaic include: 

 Montage is composed of pictures or photographs that are cut out and mosaic are composed 

of little bits of the same material (tesserae); 

 

 Materials pasted in montage can overlap but in mosaic tesserae pasted do not overlap; 

 

 The pasted elements in montage can be accompanied by drawing and painting, but in 

mosaic items pasted should be only one type of material e.g. glass, stones, tiles, paper, etc. 

 

 In montage there is no network of lines but mosaic has network of lines, etc. 
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   (b) ii. Similarities include: 

 Both are executed on support; 

 Both are pasted; 

 Both materials involve cutting; 

 Both are decorative products, etc. 

 

(c) Challenges include: 

- Difficulty in selecting appropriate photos to arrive at harmonious composition; 

- Corrections are difficult after pasting; 

- Difficulty in representing objects in correct perspective; 

- Difficulty in organizing and pasting the images into a pleasant composition, etc. 

Question 4 

(a) Explain the term body art. 

(b) Describe the following under body art: 

(i) Scarification; 

(ii) Cicatrization; 

(iii) Tattooing; 

(iv) Body painting. 

This was another popular question of candidates’ choice.  Most of them were able to explain the 

term body art.  A lot of the candidates’ however were not able to explain scarification and 

cicatrisation. 

In 1 (b) some described scarification as ‘the art of leaving scars on the body’. ‘Body art that talks 

about hairstyle’, etc.  cicatrisation is ‘unintentional wounds on the body’, etc. 

It behoves on candidates’ to describe how it is done and tools used, the function and why it is 

done.  Most candidates’ described tattooing and body painting, how it is done and purpose.  

Candidates performance was above average. 

 

Expected answers 

(a) Body art refers to the decoration, ornamentation, or reshaping of the human body usually for 

aesthetics, status, identity, medicinal or religious purposes.  It includes techniques such as 

tattooing, branding, piercing, scarification, mutilation or cicatrisation, painting, etc. applied to 

the body as well as hair styles. 

 

(b) (i) It involves the making of scratches, etching, burning or branding on the skin/body                             

            or superficial incisions on the skin as traditional cosmetic practice or medicinal. 

 

(ii) It is the practice of cutting the skin with knife, etc. and rubbing chemicals  into  

the wound to produce raised permanent scars.  Most scars are made on the face, back, 

arms, chest or around the naval.  The scars ranges from simple, complex and delicate 

decorative patterns. 
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Question 5 

(a) Describe a photographic screen. 

(b) Explain the process of making a screen using the solar energy. 

(c) List two advantages of using a photographic screen. 

 

This was not a popular question and candidates’ who attempted it performed abysmally.  Probably 

teachers have not been doing the practical work with the students.  Only a few among these who 

chose it performed averagely.  

 

Most of the candidates’ were not explaining the solar energy but rather the lacquer method 

processes.   Candidates’ performance in this question was below average. 

 

Expected answers: 

 

(a) A photographic screen is a special prepared stencil or mesh on wooden frame through which a 

printing ink/paste is forced with the help of squeegee to register an image on a surface.  Areas 

not needed are blocked with a chemical solution called sensitizer leaving the open parts of the 

design for the ink to penetrate.  The screen is prepared with chemicals (photo emulsion) using 

solar energy (sunlight) or strong fluorescent light on a light box in a darkroom. 

 

(b) Processes of making a screen using solar energy include: 

 

 A wooden frame is prepared, leaving allowance for ink duck/reservoir. 

 With a stapler, the screen cloth/mesh is fastened to the frame on all sides to make it taut or 

drum tight; 

 The screen is coated with sensitizing solution, i.e. photo emulsion and a sensitizer, and 

allowed to dry in the darkroom; 

 The design is placed on the outer surface of the dried screen in the darkroom, face down; 

 A plain glass is placed on top of the design and the hollow part filled with a folded fabric 

i.e. blanket; 

 The screen is taken outside and exposed to strong sunlight for some minutes depending on 

the brightness of the sun.  All areas that receive light are made harder and impossible to 

wash away; 

 After the exposure, the screen is covered with dark cloth and sent back to the darkroom.  It 

is washed to open the image/positive areas and the negative areas are strengthened with 

lacquer. 

 

(c) The advantages, include the production of: 

- the most accurate, beautiful and sharp prints; 

- complex design with minute and intricate details; 

- less laborious and faster prints; 

- accurate registration of multi-colour prints, etc. 
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Question 6 

 Describe five benefits of illustrations to the society. 

 This was one of the most popular questions candidates’ answered.  Most of them  performed 

creditably.  However, there were few candidates’ who wrote the same  answers severally and lost 

some marks. 

 

Some also wasted time on the economic benefits of illustrations.  Candidates’ must note that answers 

like information/communication attract the same mark.  Candidates’ performance in the question was 

above average. 

 

 Expected answers 

 Illustrations make reading more interesting; 

 They provide visual summary of text; 

 They break monotony and sustain interest while reading; 

 Illustrations in manuals and leaflets in packages guide people on how to use them; 

 In industries, hospitals, etc. illustrations are used to explain their goods, produces, medicines, 

etc. 

 

 They serve as visual ‘language’.  They communicate/give information directly to several 

public, i.e. billboards, etc. 

 

 They are used to decorate places; 

 They are used in teaching and learning to let children/adults to understand new 

ideas/concepts, etc. 
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SCULPTURE 2 

 
1. GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of the paper was within the scope of candidates as it compares favourably to those of 

the previous years. The questions set were within the scope of the syllabus and the performance of  

the candidates was very good. 

 

2.    SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

  The Chief Examiner lauded candidates for their ability to: 

 demonstrated good understanding of the characteristics of metals and the methods of joining 

them; 

 

 describe the usefulness of the business card to the sculptor; 

 

 state the importance of decoration and finishing; 

 

 demonstrate mastery in the mixing of plaster as question 3 (b) demanded. 

      3.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

 The Chief Examiner observed the following weaknesses in candidates scripts: 

 Some candidates could not state how patina, replica, roughing out, alloy and wood seasoning 

are obtained or formed; 

 

 Most candidates deviated from indentifying the basic types of metals and rather listing names 

of metals; 

 

 Largely, candidates could not explain finishing as a technique in Sculpture; 

 

 Most candidates stated characteristics of plaster but did not explain them as required by the 

question. 

    4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES  
(a) Candidates should be made to understand the need to follow exams rubrics. 

 

(b) Candidates should be taken through the rudiments of answering questions especially starting a 

new question on fresh page and writing the corresponding question number. 

(c) Candidates should improve on their writing skills. 

(d) Candidates are advised not to rush in answering the questions. They should take their time to 

assess the demands of each question before they answer. 

(e) Candidates should be taught how to answer questions. For example, words such as; 

‘describe” and ‘outline’ which are used to construct items should be explained to candidates. 
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2. DETAILED COMMENTS 

Question 1 

(a)  Explain the term sculpture.  

(b)  Outline six significant roles played by sculpture in society. 

 

(a) This question was well answered by most candidates but few explained sculpture as two 

dimensional instead of three dimensional. 

NB: No sculpture is two dimensional. 

(b) Some of the candidates who answered this questions, stated instead of outlining. 

NB: Outline questions require slightly more detailed answers. 
 

Some expected answers;  

(i) For therapy: It is the use of sculpture to address psychological needs of people to enable 

them fit into society. 

(ii) For Religious purposes:  Some churches have statues of Mary, Jesus and other saints that 

helps them in their worship. 

(iii) For procreation. The Akuaba doll is used to induce fertility among barren women. 

Question 2 

(a) Define the following terms: 

(i) Patina 

(ii) Replica 

(iii) Roughing out 

(iv) Alloy 

(v) Wood seasoning 

(b) State how each of the terms defined in 2(a) above are obtained.  
(a) Generally, this question was the least answered by the candidates. 

Most candidates who attempted this question could not define some of the terms correctly. 

 

(b) Some of the candidates who attempted question 1(b) deviated. They could not exhibit mastery 

of the terms by showing how they are obtained.  

 

Some expected answers; 

(i) Wood seasoning is obtained by removing water content from wood. 

(ii) Replica is achieved by the process of casting, modelling and carving. 

(iii) Patina is obtained on metals by oxidation 

(iv)  Roughing out is obtained by cutting away unwanted areas of stone, wood etc. before 

defining forms. 
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Question 3 

(a) State and explain four characteristics of plaster.     

(b) List three guidelines to follow when mixing plaster 

 

(a) Majority of the candidates stated and did not explain question 3(a) as demanded by the question. 

     Some expected answers; 

(i)  It is hygroscopic- it has high affinity for water or it absorbs water.  

(ii)  It is pliable- when mix in water to form paste, it can easily be manipulated or modelled. 

(b) Most candidates got this question right. 

Some expected answers; 

(i) Mix plaster in a very clean bowl preferably plastic. 

(ii) Always mix plaster into water, never water into plaster. 

(iii) Sift plaster into the bowl of water until an island is formed. 

(iv) Stir the plaster mix to obtain a homogenous consistency. 

(v) Wash and clean mixing bowls and spatulas after every mix. 

Question 4 

(a) Identify two basic types of metals. 

(b) List three methods of joining metals 

(c) State five characteristics of metals 

 

(a) Most Candidates who answered question 4(a) got it wrong. Some listed names of metals 

instead of types.  

 

Expected answers: 

 

(i) Pure metals/ Base metals and Alloy or 

(ii) Ferrous and Nonferrous metals 

 

(b)        Many candidates who answered question 4(b) got it right with the exception of few spelling          

            mistakes. 

 

For example; 

 

(i) Welding was spelt weldering and wedging. 

(ii) Riveting was spelt reverting. 

(iii) Soldering was spelt solding. 
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(c) Generally, candidates did well in answering question 4 (c)..  

Some expected answers;  

 

(i) Tensile strength 

(ii) Elasticity 

(iii) Malleability 

(iv) Ductility 

 

 

Question 5 

(a) Describe a business card in terms of its usefulness to a sculptor .   

(b) Identify and describe four items that are normally found on a business card. 

  

(a) Generally, candidates did well in answering this question.  

 

(b)  For this sub-question, some of the candidates listed the items instead of describing them. 

 

Some expected answers: 

 

(i) An image of the sculptor- A photo not only identifies the sculptor but helps refresh 

customer’s memories that you were that artist with whom they spoke to. 

 

(ii) Contact information- the sculptor contact information should be on the card; mailing 

address, social media accounts and a phone number where he/she can easily be 

reached. 

 

(iii) Location- The place where the sculptor’s studio is also found on the card. This helps in 

easy identification of the studio. 

Question 6 

(a) Explain finishing as used in sculpture.      

(b) Describe three finishing techniques. 

(c) State three importance of decoration and finishing. 

 

(a) Most candidates partially answered question 6 (a). 

 

Expected answer: 

 

In sculpture, finishing implies certain surface treatment or the application of certain materials 

onto the surface of work. It may be the act of applying skills by filing, smoothing and sanding. 

 

(b) Some candidates stated finishing techniques instead of describing. 

 

Some expected answers: 

 

(i) Texturing- the act of giving a surface appearance to an object. This could be smooth or 

rough.  
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(ii) Painting/Spraying- Using a brush or a machine to apply colour on the surface of a 

sculpture. 

 

(iii)  Lacquering/Varnishing – Applying a shiny transparent liquid (lacquer or varnish) with a 

brush to the work to enhance its appearance. 

 

 

(c) Most candidates answered (c) correctly with the exception of few who duplicated  

beautification and attractiveness. 
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TEXTILES 2 

1. GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of this year’s paper is within the reach of candidates. There was a good spread of the 

questions which cut across almost all topics in the syllabus. The paper compares favourably with 

those of the previous years. 

 

There is however, more room for improvement. 

 

2. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

The Chief Examiner applauded candidates for their ability to: 

 give reasons for using texture in textile designing; 

 state the importance of fibre identification; 

 define Textiles, give reasons for studying it as a subject and list careers in the textiles 

industry; 

 

 state the significance of the traditional fabrics.  Namely, Adinkra, Kuntunkuni and Kente. 

 

3. SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

The Chief Examiner noticed the following weaknesses in the candidates scripts: 

 most of the candidates explained texture instead of texturing as expected of them; 

 most of the candidates gave poor description of the behaviour of linen, silk and nylon during a 

burning test; 

 

 candidates were not able to state a limitation of the burning test; 

 most of the candidates could not identify the main difference between a woven striped fabric 

and a woven check fabric; 

 

 most candidate showed weaker understanding of the block printing technique; 

 some candidates gave poor description of the traditional fabrics. 

 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

 

(a) Candidates should develop the habit of reading and pay attention to spelling of words as they 

read. 

 

(b) Weaving as a major topic in the syllabus should be tackled with the seriousness it deserves. 

 

(c) Teachers should perform simple tests for fibres with candidates, to help them gain better 

understanding of the topic. 

 

(d) Class assignments are to be used to identify students’ weaknesses and remedy them. 
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(e) Teachers are advised and encouraged to guide students on how to answer examination 

questions. 

 

 

5. DETAILED COMMENTS 

 

Question 1 

 

(a) Describe texturing in textile designing. 

(b) Give six reasons for using textures in textile designing. 

 

(a) Most candidates confused the term ‘texturing’ to mean ‘texture’. Candidates tried to define 

texture instead of explaining texturing as demanded. 

 

Other candidates took the designing in the question to mean that the question was asking of 

the design process. Therefore the responses candidates provided centred on the design 

process. Others also thought the term texturing referred to texturing in yarn preparation and so 

gave responses to reflect that. For example, combining two or more yarns in order to produce 

a fabric.   

 

Expected answer: 

 

Texturing is the intentional act of rendering a design surface to look smooth or to look rough 

by using variety of the following: shapes, dots, lines, sales, colour, space, etc; and arranged by 

using variety of design principles such as balance, rhythm, dominance, opposition, contrast, 

etc. 

 

(b) Some candidates were able to give six reasons for using texture in textile designing.  

 

However, a few candidates gave reasons for using textile designing 

 

Expected answers: 

 

 Textures are used to enhance the beauty of a design. 

 Textures provide an additional design effect, that is, they are used as design 

themselves. 

 Textures create bonds between motifs and the background. 

 Textures are applied to tone down the brightness of colours on motifs and or 

background. 

 Textures are used to brighten the dullness of colours on motifs and or background ’etc. 

 

 Question 2 

(a) Give two reasons why fibre identification is important 

(b) Describe how to identify the following fibres using the burning test: 

(i) Linen;        

(ii) Silk 

(iii) Nylon 
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(c) State a limitation of burning test. 

 

(a) Majority of candidates attempted the question and answered this section quite well. They 

were able to give two reasons why fibre identification is important. 

 

(b) Only few candidates gave satisfactory responses to the question. The rest gave 

characteristics of such fibres (linen, silk, nylon) instead of describing their behaviour when 

undergoing burning test. 

Expected answers: 

(i) Linen: linen burns readily and slowly with bright yellowish flame with the odour of 

a burning paper. It continues to glow when removed from flame. It leaves a slightly 

heavier grey, soft ash that is crushable in between the fingers. 

(ii) Silk: silk fibre smoulders when approaching flame. It burns slowly and ceases 

flaming when withdrawn from flame. It smells like burning feathers and produces 

round, crisp, shiny black bead that can easily be crushed with the fingers. 

 

(iii) Nylon: nylon melts slowly and shrinks away from flame. It fuses and forms black, 

hard bead that cannot be crushed between the fingers. It has a pungent or celery 

smell. 

                        (c)  This was a question that candidates had no clue at all about it. For that  

                              reason it was totally ignored. The few who attempted it had the answers  

                              wrong. 

 

Expected answers:   

 It cannot be used to identify the type of dyestuff suitable for any fibre. 

 

 It cannot be used to choose a suitable finishing treatment (washing, drying, ironing, 

mercerization; etc) for any fibre. 

 

 It cannot also be used to know the right uses of any fabric; etc. 

Question 3 

(a) Identify the main difference between a woven striped fabric and a woven check fabric. 

(b) The following parameters are given for weaving a fabric on a four shaft loom. 

Width of fabric      =   45  m 

Length of fabric     =   4 metres 

Reed size                 =  25 dents/m 

Warp pattern          =  red:      =    120 ends 

                                White:    =    100 ends 

                                            Black:     =    250 ends 

                                            Green:     =   225 ends and 

                                            Yellow:       
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 Calculate the: 

(i) Total number of yellow warp; 

(ii) Total number of ends; 

(iii) Width of white warp; 

(iv) Number of heddles needed on each shaft. 

 

(a) Weaving and its related topics are still a challenge to teachers of textiles. It was the 

question least attempted by candidates; for that matter they performed abysmally. 

Candidates could not identify the main difference between a woven striped fabric and 

a woven check fabric. 

 

Expected answer: 

 In a woven striped fabric, colours run either vertically or horizontally 

 

 In a woven check fabric, colours run vertically and horizontally and cross each 

other to create rectangular or square shapes. 

 

 The weft in a woven striped fabric can be of one colour. 

 

(b) This is a question on weaving calculations which also witnessed the least patronage 

from candidates and a very abysmal performance. Candidates could not employ the 

various formula needed to answer the questions and the few who attempted this 

question got the answers wrong. 

 

Expected answers: 

(i) Total number of yellow warp? 

Total number of ends in the fabric:  =   width of fabric  x  reed size 

             45 cm  x 25 dents/cm   =   1,125 ends 

Therefore the total number of yellow warp = (red+white+black+green) 

                                                                         (120+300+250+225)+895 

                                                                      = 1,125 – 895  =  230 ends 

(ii) Total number of ends:                               =  width of fabric x reed size 

                                                                          45 cm  x  25 dents/cm 

                                                                  =      1,125 ends 

(iii) Width of white warp:                               =  300 ends ÷ reed size(25 dents/cm)      

                                                                =  12 m wide. 

(iv) Number of heddles needed on each shaft: = total number of warp end ÷ number of 

shafts                                    = 1,125  ÷ 4 

                                                              =  281.25 OR 281 heddles. 

Question 4 

(a) Define Textiles: 

(b) State five reasons for studying Textiles 

(c) List three careers in the Textiles industry 
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(a) This is a popular question and all candidates attempted it.   Candidates who attempted it 

performed creditably well. They were able to define Textiles. 

Expected answer: 

 It is the production and decoration of fibres, yarns and fabrics;   It is also the process of 

producing fabrics by twisting fibres into yarns and interworking such yarns into fabrics. 

It also involves decoration and finishing of fabrics. 

 

(b) Candidates were able to state the reasons for studying Textiles 

Expected answers:   

 to enhance knowledge of fabric production suitable for various purposes 

 to learn about the behaviour or performance of fabrics; eg; why some fabrics are more 

durable or more serviceable than others 

 to learn about the cultural values of fabrics in relation to different ethnic groups 

 to provide occupational opportunities 

 it is also a hobby for others 

 it generates foreign income to a nation 

 textiles helps to develop certain essential human qualities like patience, endurance, self 

control; etc. 

 

(c) Candidates were able to list various careers in the Textiles industry. 

Expected answers: 

 spinning;  

 weaving; 

 designing; 

 knitting/crocheting; 

 dyeing (tie-dyeing, batiking); 

 print making, etc. 

Question 5 

(a) State five problems that are associated with printing a fabric using the block printing 

technique. 

(b) List two methods of fixing the block printed fabric, 

(c) Identify the following care labels.  

 

(a) This was a question that attracted the least number of candidates and poorly answered. Most 

candidates did not understand the question and took the problems in screen printing to 

represent block printing. 
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Expected answers:  

 It is very cumbersome, tedious and wastes time. Therefore it is not suitable for large 

scale production 

 Some of the printing ink may drop from the block and stain/soil the fabric being printed 

 It is very difficult to obtain sharp edges for the design  

 It is very difficult to create very fine and intricate designs 

 There are often irregularities in the repetition of design.  

 Inconsistent registration may show some gaps or overlaps 

 Block may crack or break during printing 

 Fusing of colours may occur due to poor or shallow cutting of motif on block 

 Patchy effect may occur due to poor application of colour to the surface of the block 

(b) This was a purely practical question and candidates will be able to answer it well after going 

through the practical activities. 

 

Expected answers: 

 By steaming the printed fabric depending on the dyestuff 

 By ironing the back of the printed fabric  

 By drying the printed fabric under the shade 

 The printed fabric to be ironed must be a bit damp (about 85% dry).   

               (c) Candidates who attempted this question failed to identify the three care labels. 

                     Most of them had no idea about care labels, an example that this area of the   

         syllabus was not tackled well. 

 

 

Expected answer: 

  

  

  

 

 

        II                                               III 

I 

                Do not bleach                         Iron with low heat                      Do not wash 

Question 6: 

(a) Describe the following Ghanaian traditional fabrics and state the significance of each. 

(i) Adinkra 

(ii) Kuntunkuni 

(iii) Kente: 
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(a) Though this question was a popular one that keeps on repeating itself and had received the 

second highest attempt by candidates, most candidates could not give  proper description of the 

three traditional fabrics, however, the significance of such fabrics were well articulated. 

Expected answers: 

(i) Adinkra 

     *     It is a fabric printed from traditional Adinkra symbols such as  Gye Nyame, Obi Nka Obi. 

                 *    These symbols apart from expressing concepts of exchanging wishes also include religious                                                                

                           ideas of God.   It is these symbols that are used for making the Adinkra Cloth. 

 

 The symbols are cut from pieces of calabash with blocks and stamped with 

locally prepared black ink in all over various colours of cloth which are 

used at different stages of funerals and melancholous occasions. 

 

 The printed fabric comes in different shades of red, brown, indigo, blue 

yellow, orange, green and white but the prints are always in black. 

 

 Besides being used to bid farewell to the spirit of the dead and sever all 

former human relations with the dead, it is also used these days on festive 

occasions and enstoolment of chiefs. 

(b)  Kuntunkuni    

 This is a Ghanaian traditional fabric with its use not restricted to any class of the society. 

 It is an ordinary plain-dyed fabric using cotton and natural dyes. 

 It is a dark-brown cloth which is sometimes printed with black patterns. 

 It has poor fastness to washing and therefore rarely washed after use. 

 It is used mostly for sad occasions such as mourning the dead, famine, war, sickness and 

calamities. 

 It is also used to show deepened feeling of melancholy.  

 To keep its freshness it is always dried in the open for aeration.        

            (c)   Kente 

 Kente, a brilliantly colourful fabric entirely hand woven by Ghanaian weavers.  

 It is woven with  either cotton or silk yarns in strips of about 10 centimetres wide and these 

strips are later sewn together in to fabrics of larger sizes. 

 The intricate designs and colours determine the purpose of the fabric. 

 Kente woven fabrics are given names that sound philosophical and proverbial to portray the 

Ghanaian indigenous culture and what is trending socially. 

 Generally, kente fabrics are used for joyful occasions such as festivals, enstoolment of 

chiefs, national celebrations, durbars, marriage ceremonies, naming ceremonies, family re-

unions. 

 

 It is also given as a gift or souvenir on special occasions. 
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VISUAL ART 3 

 
1.  GENERAL COMMENTS 

The standard of this year’s Papers compare favourably with those of the previous years.  The 

questions were based on the prescribed curriculum. 

 

2.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ STRENGTHS 

The following were identified as candidates’ strengths: 

 

(a) Leatherwork:  stamping, thonging, sewing, embossing, etc. 

(b) Candidates have generally improved in the treatment of leather to prevent decay. 

(c) Fabric weaving:  Most of the check fabrics were well woven:  Tension was well maintained, 

selvedge were neat and they were hardly and floats. 

(d) Jewellery:  The creative and innovative ways candidates used the materials i.e. fabric, wire, beads 

to produce the beaded collar for lady’s dress needs commendation. 

3.  SUMMARY OF CANDIDATES’ WEAKNESSES 

(a) Poor drawing skills. 

(b) Lack of understanding of tritik. 

(c) Understanding of full colour not clear. 

(d) A poor application of colour. 

(e) Poor screen development and printing. 

(f) Framing of pictures was not properly done. 

(g) Poor labelling and packaging of works. 

4. SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

 

(a) Teachers should better their skills in drawing and intensify its teaching.  The improvement in 

drawing will generally affect all the subject areas since drawing is basic to all, since practice leads 

to perfection. 

 

(b) Teachers should sharpen their skills in tritik and other dyeing techniques for general 

improvement. 

 

(c) Teachers should understand and handle all aspects of colour ie. colour terminology, its 

application, full colour, etc. 

 

(d) Silk screen development and printing should be well handled to prevent the painting of parts of 

printed items.  
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5.  DETAILED COMMENTS 

  

BASKETRY 

Question 1 

Design and produce a necklace to be used during a puberty rite.  It must have traditional 

symbol incorporated and embellished with seeds.  Use only two macramé knots and two 

contrasting colours.  It must have a pendant.  Length:  76 cm. 

 

Requirements 

Candidates were expected to: 

1. Design a necklace in two macramé  knots and two contrasting colours. 

 

2. Prepare materials such as cords, raffia, seeds, fibres using tools like knife, scissors, etc. to 

measure, split, cut, dye, etc. 

 

3. Construct/fabricate the necklace by: 

 

 Knotting, i.e. half hitch, square, etc.; 

 Incorporating seeds; 

 Preparing and attaching traditional symbol which is circular or oval (suitable for a 

female); 

 Preparing and attaching as pendant or part of the necklace. 

Performance  

Question 1 was more popular than question two probably most candidates were able to understand it 

better and could perform the tasks involved better and also find the materials readily available to use. 

  

Question 2 

Using suitable cords design and braid attractive straps to hold two face masks. Use strands of 

different colours.  Dimension:  Long enough to fit and hold two masks on adults. 

 

 Requirements 

 Candidates were expected to: 

1. Draw a final paper design for execution; 

 

2. Use tools like knife, scissors, singeing lamp to prepare materials like cords, raffia, fibre, etc. but 

cutting, splitting, singeing, binding, dyeing, etc. 

 

3. Use tools and materials to translate the design unto braided cords by: 

 Gathering strands and securing them; 

 Intertwining/braiding; 

 Braiding to the desired length; 

 Singeing and trimming where necessary. 

 



672 

 

 

 

Performance 

This question was most unpopular probably most candidates did not understand it and could not 

identify the tasks involved.  Some candidates used already made braids and attached them to face 

masks. 

 

CERAMICS 

Question 1 

Design and produce a jug for serving a local fruit drink.  The jug should be thrown, turned and 

decorated with any suitable decorative patterns or motif. 

Height:  30 cm.  The finished work must be bisque fired. 

 

Requirements 

Candidates were expected to: 

1. Develop and make a sketch of a jug to be thrown. 

 

2. Prepare a body of clay suitable for throwing. 

 

3. Throw the jug by centering clay, opening, pulling and shaping it and finally cutting with wire and 

removing from the wheel. 

 

4. Turning when leatherhard drying and airing when bone dry. 

Performance 

This question was most unpopular.  Perhaps most schools do not have access to potters wheels or 

they found it less challenging. 

 

Question 2 

From a leaf source design and produce a plate to carry a loaf of bread worth two cedis.  Use any 

appropriate production techniques.  Dimension:  25 cm  diameter.  

  

The final work should be bisque fired. 

Requirements: 

Candidates were expected to: 

1. Draw a plate developed from a leaf source. 

2. Prepare a clay body suitable for making slabs by pounding, wedging, kneading, etc. 

3. Forming/shaping the plate by rolling, marking out. 

4. Shape, cutting out, joining with slip, etc and smothering the inside. 

5. Drying and firing. 

Performance 

This was the most popular choice.  Some of the works were creatively done.  However, others were 

very heavy and too thick for a plate and some got broken. 
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GRAPHIC DESIGN 

Question 1 

Design and execute in full colour the cover of Primary Four Science Book entitled “INSECTS 

IN GHANA”.  Use the designed cover to bind a forty page saddle sewn) book. 

 

Author:  B. A Belakpo 

Publisher:  Kaismith Publications 

Size:  (21 cm x 29.7 cm) 

Use:  Bond sheets for the leaves 

Add any other relevant information 

 

Requirement 

Candidates were expected to: 

Make use of insects found in Ghana as their source to design a book cover. 

1. Use tools like pencils, rulers, knife, spray diffuser, needle, bodkin, etc. 

2. Use materials like bond sheets, tracing paper, card, colours, thread, etc. 

3. Prepare book cover as follows:  Layout, lettering, illustration of insects, colouring. 

4. Construct/form the book (leaves) by measuring, cutting, folding, inserting folded sheets  

  into cover. 

5. Pierce holds, sew with thread and needle. 

6. Trimming book. 

 

Performance 

Some works were colourful and outstanding.  Others were however not up to standard.  Some 

candidates do not understand full colour.  Their works looked monochromatic. 

 

Question 2 

Using fabric as a support, design and produce a pictorial wall hanging on the theme “STOP 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT IN OUR SCHOOLS”.  Use the screen printing method.  Not more 

than three colours.  Measurement:  40 cm x 60 cm. 

 

Requirements 

Candidates were expected to: 

 Produce their paper design based of various aspects of sexual harassment in schools. 

 Use all the relevant tools and equipment such as pencils, rulers, knives, scissors, brushes, 

frame, foam, squeegee, developing box/light box, stapling machine, etc. 

 Use relevant materials like mesh, printing paste, photo emulsion, fabric. 

 Prepare layout, making comprehensive designs to camera ready stage. 

 Prepare screen by photographic screen method or block or lacquer method. 

 Make trial prints on paper and seal pin holes where necessary and print the final work 

Performance 

This was not a popular choice.  Most candidates performed well.  Interpreting sexual harassment 

in various forms.  They used the photographic method to develop their screens and printed on 

fabric as instructed. 

Other candidates/schools have problems with screen preparation/development.  Some ended up 

painting portions of their work with brush and poster colours to make the images stand out. 
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 JEWELLERY 

 Question 1 

 Using a combination of fabrics, wire and beads as the main materials, design and produce a     

beaded collar to be sworn on a lady’s dress to serve as the collar of the dress.  Neck size:  36 cm.  

The work should be well presented. 

 

Requirements 

Candidates were expected to develop a design from a source, prepare the main materials and others 

such as bone, bamboo, sequins and translate them into a beaded collar by means of appropriate: 

A. Tools such as pencils, pens, scissors, bodkin, awl, tape measure, needle, glue gun, brush, 

spray diffuser, etc. 

B. Techniques such as: drawing, colouring/painting 

 Measuring and cutting; 

 Lining/stiffening fabric; 

 Moulding/filing materials to shape where necessary stitching/glueing/soldering 

wire/weaving fabric/wire, etc. according to the design 

Or 

 Assembling components by threading or linking with jump rings and fixing 

findings/fasteners to secure collar.  Finally lacquering, painting, spraying where 

necessary. 

Performance 

Question 1 was the popular choice and candidates performed well by deriving ideas from a variety of 

sources and using the main materials in a variety of ways, ie. different pieces of fabrics used as 

ground on which various materials were glued or sewn to form the collar according to the design. 

 Wire was used for joining or threading beads, sequins, tassels, etc. 

 

 In some cases threaded/stringed beads were arranged and stitched onto fabric according to the 

final design.  Candidates were challenged by the question and most of them were quite 

innovative and creative. 

Question 2 

Using metal as the main material, design and produce a Lady’s Belt.  The main idea should be 

developed from fruits and vegetables.  The length of the work should measure  90 cm.  The final 

work should be well decorated and finished. 

Requirements 

Candidates were expected to: 

1. Use fruits and vegetables as source of idea for developing paper design of a Lady’s Belt. 

 

2. Prepare the main material, i.e. metal sheet/wire by milling and sanding. 

 

3. Use appropriate tools such as measuring tape, jewellers saw/hand drill, assorted files, emery cloth, 

etc. to translate the metal into a Lady’s Belt by the following fabrication techniques: 
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 Measuring and cutting of metal/wire; 

 Transferring design onto metal; 

 Piercing and cutting shapes/component parts; 

 Truing the edges with appropriate files; 

Decorating by etching/stamping/stippling/repousse/embossing, etc. 

Assembling, linking with jump rings, attaching fasteners; 

Finishing by polishing. 

  

Performance 

Question 2 was not a popular choice.  Most candidates used soft sheet metal, cut them into the 

component parts and pierced them with fruits and vegetable motifs, joined with jump rings and 

fasteners.   

Others used wire in a variety of ways combined with pieces of metal plate and assorted beads and 

sequins.  Some candidates were also quite innovative in their attempt. 

 

 LEATHERWORK 

 Question 1 

Using a combination of natural and synthetic leathers, design and produce a wall hanging with 

the following specifications: 

 Theme:  Child Abuse 

 Images portrayed in appliqué techniques. 

 Stamped border designs 

 Measurement:  60 cm x 45 cm. 

 

Requirements 

Candidates were expected to develop a design based on a theme, prepare the materials and translate 

them into a wall hanging by means of appropriate: 

A. Tools such as knife/blade, scissors, needles, awl stamps, mallet, etc. and materials such as 

natural and assorted coloured synthetic leather. 

B. Techniques such as drawing, colouring/painting: 

 Preparing leather by sanding, liming, burnishing; 

 Tracing and cutting individual shapes and images; 

 Assembling parts on support; 

 Fixing parts permanently onto support to form the picture; 

 Stamping border design; 

 Providing a device for hanging (fixing it at the back). 

 Finishing it appropriately by (edge treatment), polishing, thonging lacquering, etc. 
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Performance 

Candidates performed well generally.  It must be noted that most of them have improved in the 

following aspects of Leatherwork: 

 Treatment of leather to prevent decay; 

 Sewing, thonging, embossing, etc. 

Candidates followed the instructions given to the letter and produced neat and interesting works. 

 

Question 2 

Using leatherette, design and produce a table mat.  Use images of fruits and vegetables to create 

an appliqué decoration. 

In addition, decorate the mat with suitable edge stitches: 

 Stiffen appropriately; 

 Measurement:  45 cm at the longest side. 

Requirements 

Candidates were expected to: 

 Develop designs from fruit and vegetable images for making table mats; 

 Use tools such as knives, scissors, chisels, awl, needles, mallet, etc.; 

 Use relevant materials such as leatherette in various colours, glue, thread, stiffener, lining, etc. 

 Prepare leatherette by cleaning with wet cloth; 

 Prepare templates by drawing and cutting fruits and vegetables images; 

 Translate materials into mats using the tools and the following techniques: 

 

- Measuring, cutting, tracing; 

- Cutting various shapes; 

- Assembling cut-out shapes of fruits and vegetables; 

- Fixing parts on support and backing with board; 

- Finishing by thonging, fringing, binding, tasselling, etc. the edges. 

Performance 

Candidates generally performed well.  Some were creative and innovative with the shape of mat, e.g. 

leaf shape, fruit/vegetable shape.  Appliqué was also generally well done. 

 

PICTURE MAKING 3 

Question 1 

Some students are leaving the compound with their belongings when the Police Vehicle arrived 

at the school after the riot.  Compose and execute the scene with not less than five figures in 

mosaic.  Size:  60 cm x 40 cm.  The mosaic should be appropriately finished and hollow framed. 
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Requirements 

Candidates were expected to: 

Produce a drawing of a composition involving students in a scene leaving a school compound with 

their belongings at the arrival of the police vehicle. 

 Use tools like pencils, brushes, knife, scissors, blade, etc. 

 Use materials like card paper, colours, stones, glasses, tiles, glue, etc tesserae, plywood,   

 Prepare the support by measuring, cutting to size, priming (optional) and transfer sketches 

on support by tracing, grid method, etc; 

 Prepare tesserae by cutting, braking, etc; 

 Glue/past tesserae according to the composition using appropriate colours to depict the 

scene. 

Performance 

This question was not a popular choice.  Most candidates performed below average.  Most of the 

compositions lacked action, making it difficult to see what is really happening at the school 

compound.  In addition to the usual tesserae, cut out from assorted coloured paper.  Some candidates 

used rice in various colours.  Tiny plastic beads were also used by some candidates as tesserae. 

 

Question 2 

Design and execute in any water-based medium a composition based on the  

Theme:  Harvesting mangoes:   The composition should comprise at least two male and two 

female workers in action.  Size:  60 cm x 40 cm.  The work should be appropriately finished and 

hollow framed. 

 

Requirements 

Candidates were expected to: 

1. Draw a scene based on the theme “Harvesting Mangoes”; 

 

2. Use tools such as pencils, brushes, palette knife, etc. and materials like paper, card, strawboard, 

chipboard, plywood, water-based paints like acrylic, gouache, watercolour, poster colour, etc; 

 

3. Prepare support e.g. plywood by cutting to size and priming; 

 

4. Transfer composition and apply colours to depict the scene; 

 

5. Use colour scheme appropriately to bring out the four human beings harvesting mangoes from 

trees; 

 

6. Apply all the necessary techniques to come out with lifelike/realistic pictures. 
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Performance 

This was the popular choice and most candidates interpreted the theme by depicting people plucking, 

picking and packing mangoes on a plantation. 

 

In some isolated cases, the harvester concentrated their activities on just one or two trees showing 

much detail in a realistic setting.  In some works it is difficult to identify the fruit being harvested and 

the action being performed.  Most candidates are generally deficient in drawing.  Some works were 

just flat without perspective. 

 

SCULPTURE 

Question 1 

Design and model a figure depicting a resting boxer in abstract.  Medium:  Plaster   

Height:  35 cm.  Give appropriate finish to the final work. 

Requirements 

1. Develop and produce a drawing depicting a resting boxer in abstract; 

2. Use tools and equipment like spatula, wood box, scrapper, etc; 

3. Use appropriate material like plaster of Paris; 

4. Prepare support and build armature; 

5. Prepare mixture and apply bit by bit on armature support; 

6. Define shapes and forms of the figure; 

7. Give details to bring out parts of the body; 

8. Apply appropriate decoration and finishing techniques. 

Performance 

Quite a large number of candidates attempted this question.  Most of them were able to depict the 

boxer resting perhaps in-between a bout seated with the head bent and hands resting on the knees.  

Though in abstract, the relevant principles like balance, proportions, unity, rhythm were very well 

applied.  Some works were well finished by painting, spraying, etc. 

Most candidates exhibited mastery over the medium.  However, some works did not look like 

abstracted human beings. Also modelling with POP was a big problem. 

 

Question 2 

Design and carve in low relief fish mongers awaiting the catch.  Figures in the composition 

should not be more than four .  Medium:  Wood.  Give an appropriate finish to the work. 

 

Requirements 

Candidates were expected to: 

1. Develop and draw a composition on paper depicting fish mongers awaiting the catch. 

2. Use appropriate tools and equipment such as chisels, gouges, etc for carving; 

3. Prepare materials such as wood, by cutting, sanding, etc. 

4. Cut out/remove unwanted parts bit by bit to bring out shapes and forms; 

5. Give details by defining and refining important features or parts while applying the principles of 

balance, proportion, rhythm, unity, etc; 

6. Decorate and finish work by texturing, polishing, lacquering, painting, spraying, etc. 
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Performance 

Performance was generally poor.  The following observations were made: 

 Poor quality of wood used; 

 Poor treatment of wood (not well seasoned); 

 Some of the wood was too hard which made carving difficult; 

 Candidates’ inability to depict the elements/image in the composition, i.e., the sky, sea, 

fishing nets, fishermen/and fish mongers with their containers to receive the catch. 

TEXTILES 3 
Question 1 

Design and weave a check fabric in plain weave to be used in furnishing the reception of a 

hotel.  Use two colours only.  Size of fabric:  30 cm x 25 cm. 

Requirements 

Candidates were expected to: 

 Make a paper design demonstrating a check pattern and in two colours (weave a check) 

fabric on any appropriate loom by: 

 Winding yarns for warp and weft; 

 Beaming/stretching of warp yarns on loom; 

 Heddling/arranging warp yarns according to pattern; 

 Tying warp yarns to front rest of the room; 

 Preparing shuttle for weaving; 

 Creating a passage in the warp (shedding); 

 Throwing/passing shuttle to lay a pick; 

 Beating/pushing the pick/weft to the fell of the cloth; 

 Maintaining adequate tension, weaving to length and cutting and trimming projecting 

yarns. 

Performance 

Most candidates used course yarns suitable for furnishing.  They were able to weave check 

fabrics and not check variations. 

However, this question was not popular probably because of the lack of looms in some 

schools. 

 

Question 2 

Using a tritik technique, design and produce a funeral cloth to be used in mouring a 

traditional ruler in your community.  Use two colours only.  Size of fabric:  90 cm x 60 

cm. 

Requirements 

Candidates were expected to: 

 Make paper designs deriving their ideas from relevant sources; 

 Prepare fabric as follows:  washing and ironing, transferring motifs onto fabric; 

 Sewing motifs along the outlines with needle and thread, gathering sewn pattern, 

pulling tightly and securing pulled threads; 
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 Preparing dye bath with first colour dyeing fabric for required time according to the 

type of dye; 

 Removing fabric and exposing for oxidation; 

 Retying/re-sewing and dyeing a second colour; 

 Removing fabric, exposing for oxidation, removing threads, washing, drying and 

ironing for packaging. 

 

Performance 

Though this question was the popular choice, it was generally poorly done because of poor 

stitching, pulling/gathering and tying.  Most candidates ended up producing dyed fabric but 

not tritik.  It should be noted that there are a variety of stitches that can be used, i.e. running, 

in two or three lines, over sewing, etc.  In tritik, the tighter you sow and pull the threads, the 

clearer/better result/effect you get. 

 

 

 


